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PRESIDENT: Senator Wesely, you have 3 I/2 minutes.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank y ou . Nr. President and members, I
sponsored the last rewrite of the teacher t enure l aw b ack in
1982 and can tell you that that is a very difficult and complex
issue, and I also want you to know that back at that time, there
was a long series of negotiations that resulted in t he cu r r e n t
statute that we n ow have i n p l a c e , and it used to be two-year
probationary period and it went to three years, and i t t o ok a
great deal of n egotiation with the s chool boards a nd t h e
teachers to reach the compromise that we have. T here was so m e
give and take on both sidesand we did pass that bill, and now
seven years later we are here discussing going on the f l oo r o f
the Legislature from three to five years. I j u s t t h i nk i t i s
inappropriate, having gone through the experience in the l ast
time we rewrote this. It needs more attention than this body
can give it o n the floor of t his L egislature and i t is
completely inappropriate to bring up at this time without a
hearing, without separate consideration. It is a difficult,
complex important issue that can't be d e a l t wi t h i n t h i s
fashion, and so I would reject any effort to bring the amendment
to the floor of the body.

PRESIDENT: Senator Nelson, did you wish to s peak on su sp e n s i o n
of the rules? Followed by Senator Lynch.

SENATOR NELSON: I don' t bel i ev e I wi l l f o l l ow t h r o u g h w i t h
voting for the suspension of the r u les , b u t I gu es s I j u st as
wel l t ak e t h i s op po r t un i t y , along with some of the others. I
very much disagree with Senator Withem that because my dog r an
across yo ur l awn , and so on, that teachers are dismissed for
that purpose. I believe that we havec lose t o 20 , 00 0 t each e r s
and I think 71, 69, 80 were dismissed, o r a v e r y , ve r y , v e ry l ow
p ercentage . Th i s is the thing that is brought to me more and
more of any other question. If a teacher is good and a teacher
h as no pr o b l em s , that is the ones that we want to teach our
kids. That is the quality teachers that we want. T hey sh o u l d
have no problem. In fact, they should support this because that
is one of the reasons that the public are objecting to increased
t eachers ' s al a r i e s and increased costs for education. You are
covering up for the nonprofessional teacher, the teacher that is
not willing to put in the extra hours, t hat may or may n o t be
n eeded du r i ng the nine months, and many of those things, the
classroom teacher, and the r eason t h a t t h e . . . and t hen w e c om e
back to say the administration, that is their problem. I would
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