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amendment what. would we do. And I may not be able to express
this very well, but I will do the best that I can. Senator
Coordsen mentioned, for example, that there is a possibility, he
did not know that this would happen, but there is a possibility
that a group of parents might say to a school board, listen, if
you don't make this change we' re all going to, en masse, l e av e
and opt out and hold the school board hostage. I , t o o , c ou l d
not say whether that would or would not happen. But I'm kind of
curious, if we pass the Hefner amendment, how yo u st ud y t h a t
issue. Do you go out into the area and ask on a public opinion'?
Do you say, listen, if this bill passed,w ould you a l l at som e
point get together and hold your board hostage and then we just
take their word for it'? I mean how do you actually study that
possib i l i t y w h en , i n f ac t , i t ' s an unk n own? That' s l i ke asking
me when a crisis may come, Senator Bernard-Stevens, how are you
going to behave, what are you going to do? And I t h i n k wh at I
w ould t e l l you i s wh at I wou l d l i ke t o t h i nk I wo u l d be h a v e
l i ke , w ha t I wou l d l i k e t o t h i nk t h at I wou l d do, b ut wha t I
would actually do u nder those circumstances I think I will be
the first actually to know, and the p e r so n wou l d be . . . t ha t i t
would happen to would be the second per son t o k n o w because you
don't know until you get there. So I'm not quite sure how t h i s
extra yea r o f st u dy is actually going to answer some of the
questions that some of the people have. I guess what I would
like to say is that I would hope that we would not agree to the
Hefner amendment because w e' ve a l r e a d y d one t h e He f ne r
amendment. It's al ready there, in essence. We ' ve takena
speedy process and made it slower. Senator Hefner would like to
make i t re al sl ow. Wh at we ' ve g o t i n t h e b i l l at t h i s po i n t is
a first year reprieve for what Senator Hefner wants to do. The
first year in the phase-in says that, if you d o not wish t o
participate, you do not have to participate. You do no t h a v e t o
participate the first year. That is one entire year that you
can sit back, talk to your people, analyze what is happening to
the school districts that are participating and that gives you
an entire year to look at your own personal s ituation of what
you might be doing. The second year is also a ve r y s l ow y e a r ,
and this is where it will affect small schools is that is t hei r
cap on a 5 percent...there is a 5 percent cap on those students
optioning out of the resident district. After it's more than
5 percent, we stop it. And that is for the entire year that
they can now look at their program, ask why and what's going on,
w hy are peopl e l ea v i n g , where a r e t he y g o i ng , what' s be i ng
offered that we can't do? Is this something that we can deal
w ith or not? That ' s t wo ve r y sl o w, bu t long y e a r s of
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