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accommodate their needs and their desires in this bill. That
wil l not st op . I f we pa s s t h e b i l l , t hat wi l l not st op , I w i l l
continue to be accommodating, and I w i l l con t i n u e t o wo r k with
t hose people. All this does is delay it one more year of
implementation. I don't think we need that extra year. I t h i n k
we have enough safeguards built in with the slow process that we
have that we can deal with this bill in that period of time, and
we can make the study, we can have all the results that we need,
we' ll know what effect it's going to have, and we can m a k e any
changes t h a t we ne ed to make, if ' t ' s go i n g t o c au s e any
problems. So, with that, I would just urge you to r ejec t t h i s
amendment of Senator Hefner's. Thank you .

PRESIDENT: Th ank y ou . Senator Withem, please, followed by

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes, Mr. President, members of the b ody, I
would also rise in op position to the Hefner amendment. I ' d
r emind t h e b od y wha t w e d i d o n G e n e ra l F i l e wi t h t h i s b i l l . We
took a b ill that may conceivably have been moving too quickly
the way it came out of committee. A nd Senator B aack ha s wo rk e d
with opponents and proponents and folks -hat are neutral on this
bill and considered all of their comments, their views. What we
have n o w i s a ver y s l ow, measured, deliberate attempt to phase
this bill in. We' re doing a study that Senator Schellpeper has
r equested . We ar e saying the first year no district has to
release any students, if they don't want t o ; t h e se con d y ea r
only have to release 5 percent of their students; the third year
only 10 percent of their students; and, finally, in the fourth
year it goes into effect. I used the analogy on General F le
that I didn't particularly like all of that phase-in that we
curren t l y h a v e i n t h e b i l l . If you have a child that's a n in t h
grader that is in an inappropriate educational experience for
that child, the student is going to graduate from high school
b efor e t h i s b i l l even go e s into effect the way it is now.
Absolu t e l y n o g o od p o l i c y r at i on a l e f o r wai t i ng one add i t i on a l
year. It adds ab solutely n oth in g t o t h e b i l l . I doubt
seriously if it adds any support to the bill. I woul d no t be
terribly...I would be shocked if I'd see Senator Hefner's light
flash green on Final Reading on this bill if this amendment were
adopted. It really doesn't add any s trength to th e bil l or
bring any support to the bill. What Senator Hefner says he ' s
attempting to accomplish with t h i s b i l l t o pr ov i de slow,
d el i b e r a t e ph as e in is already there. This i s sl ow an d
deliberate as any major piece of legislation I' ve ever seen that

Senator Coordsen, then Senator Wehrbein.
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