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finding a way to use the system to its best advantage. The only
argument that I had that satisfied my concerns in that area is
that we elect officials to do the best job they can, and t he r e
is public input, there is a public process and that that system
has to be a v alid system to stop unjustified and unusual
spending, those habits. I think we, as the Legislature, have
the same problem. It's anticipated that we have a lot of extra
revenue coming in. Are we going to be wise to use that? Are we
going to have a lot of discretion where we use it? How are we
going to do that? And the pe ople have a li ttle mistrust
possibly in the Legislature handling this money, the same
mistrust we may have on the counties for h aving t he sam e
flexibility that maybe we have. I think thes ystem has t o
be...the parliamentary...the system we have of representative
government is such that it's the responsibility of the people to
have that final oversight to call counties and/or school
districts from abusing the thing that they have. I think what
we need to focus on is another question that Senator Schmit had
about counties using the 5 percent cap on delinquent t axes , i f
they don't use that. And I think what he was actually implying
is could they, in fact, then u se t h at 5 p e r cen t b udget f o r
delinquent taxes for this type of situation that we have on the
r ai l r o a d l a wsu i t . And t he a n s wer i s , no, because this is not a
delinquent tax, this is a tax that the courts are saying need
not be paid. So the 5 percent delinquent tax cap that you may
put in your budget cannot be spent in this particular area. The
other t h i ng I ' d l i ke to point out i s the legislation, the
wording of it is pending or estimated. The problem that we want
to try to avoid is the problem we h a d l a st ye ar whe r e the
c ount ie s and scho o l districts, specifically school districts,
make a budget that is in stone. The mi l l l ev y i s set and t h e
assessed value is certified. Then after that is in s tone , t he n
t he r a i l r o a d l aw s u i t h i t s , and now we don ' t h a v e t he m o ney that
we wer e p l ann i n g on , and now we are in a shortfall, in deep
trouble unless the Legislature comes through. I f we d o n ' t h av e
the section that says estimated tax loss, if we leave that out,
just say any tax losses, what happens if the railroads again
delay in filing the next year's lawsuit until after that time
period where the values have already been certified and l evies
set? Then we ' r e in the same problem that we had before. I
think we' re trying to avoid that problem so we have some type of
stability in the budgeting process at t he scho o l , cou n t y and
municipal level. That's why, I think, it is important that the
wording "estimated and pending lawsuits" be there. I t h i n k t h a t
what we' re trying to do in the Legislature is trying to f ind a
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