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finding a way to use the systemto its best advantage. Tpe gnl
argunent that | had that satisfied ny concerns in that area is
that we elect officials to do the best job they can, nd there
is public input, there is a public process and that tﬁat system
has to be a valid systemto stop unjustified and ynusual
spending, those habits. | think we, as the Legislature, have
the same problem It's anticipated that we have a lot of 4y¢ra
revenue comng in. Are we going to be wise to use that? Are we
going to have a |lot of discretionwhere we use it? How are we
going to do that? And the people have a little mistrust
possibly in the Legislaturehandling this money, the same
m strust we may have on the <counties for having the same
flexibility that maybe we have. I think thesystem has to
be...the parlianentary...the systemwe have of representative
overnnment is such that it's the responsibility of the people to
ave that final oversight to call counties and/or school
districts from abusing the thing that they have. | think what
we need to focus on is another question that Senator Schmt had
about counties using the 5 percent cap on delinquent t axes if
they don't use that. And | think what he was actually inplying
is could they, in fact, then yse that 5 percent budget for
del i nquent taxes for this type of situation that we havg on the
railroad lawsuit. And the answeris, pno, because this is not a
delinquent tax, this js atax that the courts are saying need
not be paid. So the 5 percent delinquent tax cap that you may
put in your budget cannot be spent in this particular area. The
other thing 1°d like +to point out isthe |egislation, the
wording of it is pending or estimated. The probl em t hat we want
totry to avoid is the problem we had last year where the
counties and school districts, specifically school districts,
make a budget that is in stone. Themill levy is set and the
assessed value is certified. Then after that is in stone, then
the railroad lawsuit hits, and now we don't have the money that
we were planning on, and now we are in a shortfall, in deep
troubl e unless the Legislature conmes through. 1fwe don't have
the section that says estimated tax 10Ss, jf we |eave that out,
just say any tax |osses, what happens if the railroads again
delay in filing the nextyear's lawsuit until after that tine
period where the val ues have already been certified and | evies
set? Then we're in the same problemthat we had before. |
think we' re trying to avoid that problemso we have sone type of
stability in the budgeting process at {pe school, county and
muni ci pal level. That's why, | think, it is inmportant that the
wording "estimted and pending | awsuits" be there. | think that
what we' re trying to do in the Legislature is trying to find a
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