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other lawsuits...
SENATOR WEHRBEI N:  Yes, that's what.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: I think what you have is the other
probl em of counties not being able to budget fqor those |osses
and then suffering an ynanticipated | oss due to a |awsuit
wi thout any way of budgeting for that, and they' vehad to
transfer noney from ore account to another, orhad special
meetings. This would be a way. And that seenms to me not a
really reasonable way to run a budget. It seens to nMe nore
reasonable to be able to say we do anticipate this, particularly
‘'n regards to railroads and others. \we do have this pendi ng, we
need to prepare for that and its eventuality. If in fact t hat
budgetary item that is budgeted specifically for those areas,
if, in fact, the case is won by the county, then that oney
obviously cannot be spent in that fund because there is nortnh

to spend it for, it would have to revert back to the next year' s

budgeting cycle. | would also hope that there would be ggmewhat
of a check on that in regards to the m Il |evy being set and the
budgets bei ng set on personal and public input for that.

They' re going to have to justify that to the public 54 well

SENATOR WEHRBEI N: Okay, | think that answers my question.
if my menmory is good, there can be quite a bit of leeway in tuhe

General Fund at the county level on their mll |evy. If this
was a significant amount of money there could be quitean
anount of noney come in being paid by the lawsuit if...assumng
they won. And | still amthinking there would be quiteée ;j pit of
leeway there to spend, even though it may have been earmarked
for some specific things. | think | see sone potential problens

down the road the way this is witten, but | guess |I'mnot sure,
so I'mjust raising the issue.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. senator Bernard-Stevens, would you |like
to close, please.

SENATOR B_ERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you, Nr. President. I wil |
try... I will close and answer a couple of the questions.
Senator Wehrbein, |  agree with you. In fact one of the first
thoughts | had when the bill was presented as a possibility from

the Revenue Department as a way out of the 1165 dil emma, my
first question was, what about t he chancefor abuse, gndis
there sone? | woul d say onany bill, such as this nature,
there.. .yes, there s a chance for a county board abusi ng and
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