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trying to cope with their budgets with these lawsuits. Iast
year, if you remember last session, Senator Scofield and I and
others had LB 1091 which w e wer e ab l e to get through the
Legislature and the Governor's signature which provided for a
$7.7 million aid package to the subdivisions. The re a s o ns we
d id t h at was beca u se at the time of the railroad lawsuit the
municipalities and school districts were not able to budget for
that so, consequently, the money that would have been paid to
those areas that would have gone into the budgeting process was
not going...it went into escrow and they were faced with a
serious shortfall. So we went. ahead and agreed to bail out, i f
you wish, $7.7 million worth which was not a 100 percent but
certainly close to 100 percent in most of the a reas . We al so
f o l l owed wi t h a c o mpanion b i l l an d t h at co mpanion b i l l was 1 1 6 5 .
And, at the time, there was no opposition from anyone. It
seemed to be a reasonable bill and what LB 1165 did was took the
uncontested part of the railroad lawsuit land and took it off of
t he assessed v a l u e . So , examples then, the county assessors
would t ak e t h e lower assessed value with that land taken off,
they would then increase the mill l evy in order to g e t the
budgets that they needed for the school districts, the countie:
and munic i p a l i t i e s . An d t ha t b i l l wa s w o r k i n g f i n e a n d t h e b i l l
would have worked fine except we came up with a hitch within the
summer, and for reasons I do not need to get into but they were
basically political, the railroads decided to delay the filing
of this year's lawsuit. If the railroads would have filed their
lawsuit in due course of the time that they knew they were going
to have the lawsuit, they knew they were going to file again as
t hey ne e d t o f o r each y ear , i f t h ey w o u l d h a v e f i l ed b y a
particular date, we would have been fine. As it turned out, the
railroads decided, for political reasons, not to file until a
l ate r t i me p er i od . What then happened, when the railroads did
not file at a particular time period, the counties then had
already accepted the lower value, the counties have already been
budgeting for the loss and we had been taking land out from the
assessed value for a lawsuit that did not exist at t hat time
period. So , consequently we had railroad land being taken off
discriminatory because it was removed but nothing else was. So
Lancaste r Cou n t y wen t to court and filed a suit against 1165,
and Judge Blue ruled that, in fact, it was o r a p p e ared t o b e
u nconst i t u t i o n a l . I ' d l i k e t o p oi n t ou t t h at , i f t he r a i l r o a d s
would have filed at the reasonable time, then there w ould h av e
b een a n i n j un ct i on and 1165 would have been just fine. But
because of the delay, there was a constitutionality question on
1165. Con se q uen t l y , we c ome t o LB 64 3 . T he count i e s a n d
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