March 15, 1989

problens that put the farmer in the hole. Ny time is up?

PRESI DENT: Yes. Senat or Abboud, please, followed by Senator
Hal I and Senator Nel son. Senator Abboud, please.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Nr. President, colleagues, there has been a |ot
of discussion this session about the kinder, gentler State

Legislature and | think that that's been apparent the first
45 days. And, for that reason, | will be supporting LR 2 on
th' s stage of debate. | think that we all are aware that the

agricultural problems facing this state havwe been great and
there is hope thatin the future that farnmers will have better
years. Theurban areas of the state are dependent upon the

agricultural econony of the State of Nebraska. | know, for
exanmple, that in the City of Qmha approximtely a third of g
businesses .are agribusiness rel at ed. It is inmportant that we

have a strong agricultural econony in this state jn order for
the urban centers to flourish and | feel that by keeping the
taxes at a reasonable |evel for the producers of these

agricultural products jt will, in the long run, help the urban
areas as well as...as well as the rural areas. Nowas to the
constitutionalitﬁ of LR 2, | think that it's probably sonething
that's going to have to be decided by the court. | know that
there are a couple of other considerations that are before the
body at this time, one in bill formthat | support g | feel

that we shouldenact. And | think that this is just one other
devel opnent, one other area that the Legislature can look to 4

try to solve this problem So | will be advancing...l will be
voting to advance this bill onto the next round of (epate. |
don't. ..l don't viewthis as strictly an urban or a rural issue.

| view this as a state issue and | am happy to be a part of
hel ping the entire state. Thank you.

PRESIDENT:  Thank you. Senator Hall, please, followed py
Senat or Nel son, and Senator Schmt.

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, Nr. President, and nenbers, the issue
of agricultural land valuation jg, again, one that is not
limted just to that issue. |t has an inpact on every other
thing we do with regard to property taxes, with regard to
valuation, with regard to court <cases that are before the
Supreme Court right now. This decision with regard to puttin
this constitutional anmendrment before the people is not one tha
can just stand al one. It has to betaken into consideration
with an equation that jncludes a nunber of other components.
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