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oil anynore. Farners are encouraged to continue to overproduce
and they are continued by that federal governnent sugar-tit that
rewards, in many cases, inconpetency, waste, carelessness.
There is a difference between a farmer and a ganmbler. Those who
engaged in the |everage buying of land, ¢{he overplanting, the
specul ating, were gamblers and they probably were hoping that
before the bottomfell out or the whole structure collapsed they
could make their nobney and get out or m&ke enouqh money to
continue with a smal | er operation that would allow it to be a
vi abl e, commercial enterprise. A lot of follow-alongs, who saw
big farmers who ought to know what is going on doing this,
followed along and they got caught. They' re in the undertow and
some of themare going to be Iost, and whether we put a
constitutional amendment before the people and they adopt it
that will say they are going to value agricultural land
differently than they do that in other areas, it's not going to
save the farmer. It is not the valuation of agricul tural | and
that has produced the problem for agriculture. There are
farmng practices, to make it in farning now there are some
things that cost so nmuch that the farmers we say we' re concerned
about cannot afford it. Advanced technol ogy, the utilization of
chem cal s can be so expensive at the |ncep¥|on that the farmers
who might need it the npst cannot even afford it. So the
t echnol ogi cal advances that mi ght increase production for
farmers and tie that into other progranms that can help ensure 4

fair price are beyond the affordability of the farmers who need
it. So there is always a discussion of farm ng.

PRESI DENT: One mi nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...as though it is a unity, a uni tary
concept. There are different le:els of farm ng. There are

different sized farms. There are different |evels of conpetency
in farmng. And we never talk about those things on the ¢ 50r.

W get into a msty-eyed,romanticized frame of mind and talk
about farners as fol k heroes. That is not going to cut it.
There are realities of the econony in this country that people
in Washington are starting to face, more of them from ur ban
areas and they' re not going to continue naking up 67 percent of
the total farminconme in a state and t here are i nternational

considerations that have to be faced and are not being faced.
So until we come to grips with that which is truly a problem ;j,

agriculture, we' re going to widen the rural-urban split by
giving the inpression that the Legislature wants to give the

farmer a leg-up without, at the same tine, addressing the
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