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receive a positive Attorney General's Opinion on all aspects of
LR 2CA. The next question, I guess, I would ask this body,and
I think some have asked me, is do we need b ot h LR 2 C A and
LB 361? Wel l, that's a m atter of interpretation. I n my
opinion, yes, we do. I think that both bills are necessary t o
have in this Legislature. W e ha ve already advanced LR. . .or
LB 361 which makes some what I consider to be short-term
adjustments till we can get to a long-term,w hich I c on s i d e r
LR 2CA to be, a long-term solution to the problem of ag land
valuations. It is the only way I know of that we can preserve
the income earning capacity b) amending the Constitution. There
are o ther proposed formulas that can b e addressed b y t h i s
Legislature but I think, one, LB 361 helps correct a problem on
a short-term basis, at least in my opinion, a nd L R 2CA w o u l d
help provide a long-term solution to the overall problem that we
fa-.e. The next question is, of course, a nd the on e I h a v e h e a r d
most of you talk about is or will LR 2CA beapproved by t h e
voters in Nebraska? I t 's ironic to n ote t hat in 1 984 t h e
prediction was that Amendment 4 would not be approved by the
voters, yet 75 percent of Nebraska voters supported Amendment 4
in 1 9 84 . Whether or not ris ing ag v a l u e s an d r i si n g
agricultural income will sway the voters in the exact opp o s i t e
way, this time around, it's difficult for me to predict and I
couldn't venture to say. But let me point out, if we t a k e n o
action and we don't take our case to the voters at all, then, of
course, the situation that we have in existence today will
continue to fester, and chaos, I think, wil l con t i n ue t o r e i g n
and, in fact, I think we' ll eventually move toward market value,
as the method of valuing ag land. That, to me, personally, is
not what I w a n t t o d o. Fi n a l l y , I ' d j u st indicate those who
will support LR 2CA. The question has been whether the farm
organizations are behind this proposal. N eedless t o sa y , wh e n I
proposed LR 249 a year ago, which did basically the same t hing ,
there was some d i sc r e p a ncy among the fa rm groups, some
disagreement as to whether the constitutional amendment was the
correct route to go. This time around I think they recognize
that this is the only way that they can preserve the income
formula using earnings without going to market and the Farm
Bureau, the Nebraska Cattlemen, the Nebraska Farmers Union, the
Nebraska WIFE organization and other farm organizations, the
Nebraska Grange, have all come in support of this proposal. I
think that shows that there is some agreement that this is, in
fact, one of the only ways, the only long-term way that w e c a n
preserve the earnings capacity that we have in the state
currently, and if we do not preserve it, then I assume t hat we
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