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it was on the floor. This has been worked out between Senator
Nel son, nyself and Senator Smith. | think everything is in
wor kabl e order now. We do have a few technical anendnents, puyt
outside of that everything has been worked out. Let me just
state a little bit what this really does. This is a tuition
assistance programbased on substantial financial need in order
to enable eligible nursing students, who are residents of and
attending an approved nursing programin this state, to receive
a tuition assistance, in order to bring higher quality health
care to rural areas and to enable hospitals and nursing hones in
rural areas, in order to meet current and future federal
requirements for Medicare and Medicaid by offering off campus
courses, and to establish aprogramof financial incentives for
nurses who practice in a rural area. Now I' m going to let
Senator Nelson get into all of the details. |1'Il be able to
answer sone questions later on, if | need to. Thank you,

PRESI DENT: Thank you. Senator Nel son, please.

SENATOR NELSON: | t hought M. Schell peper was doing very good.
He did pass out a memo which | think does avery good job of
expl ai ning what the benefits are. As npst of you remenber, my
initial bill was strictly a flat out incentive to entice nurses
into nursing. |, at that time, could foresee the problemjp
establishing need and so on. But the body was nore confortable
in adopting Senator Schellpeper's version, so to speak, in
regards to need. And I've had a good lesson, | think, on
establ i shing need, because there is a big difference between
colleges and how they establish that in the unnmet need. ggowe
have tried to address that to bring all interests together.
Simply what the bill does, starting after the bill is signedin,
starting this next year, it allows incentives for three years.
And the nurses that have started, the BSNs and the ADN's and
the diploma's are allowed to finish that training. Somy
original bill, I did have a provzsion in there phat the
Educati on Comm ttee and the Legislature woul d agai n address the
need or the continuing of the program I don't believe that
that is in amended version. What it does is it allows $1,000 of
| oan forgiven, and the institutions establish their criteria to
a BSN for their...up to their three years of training. Now we
put in a maxinmm of three years on a BSN sinply because of the
fact that a good share of the hospitals, particularly in the

Omeha-Lincoln area, do offer incentives and so on for that
fourth year of nursing to entice them to stay in their
institution. It's down for an associate degree in nursing to
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