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tel ecomu. .. well actually it's not being spent in the
tel ecommuni cations division and Departnment of Economi c
Devel opment. Havi ng worked on that issue for the |ast couple of
years and been frustrated at the lack of action, wesaid there's
got to be a better way to utilize those resources. And  we
| ooked at this program Oregon has got something statew de, gnd
we | ooked at the local efforthere in Lincoln, gnd decided for
t he anount of nobney we're talking about we can get i

bang for the bugk in econom cgdevel opment thgrough”%?]isbtl%eeg’ft
an effort. So we are proposing that the nmoney, npow designated
to go to theteleconmunications division of the Departnent of

Econoni ¢ Devel opnment, whi ch has not been functioning, go into
this effort and match that noney with | ocal noney across the
State of Nebraska. Probablysetting up maybe around a ha'f

dozen or so local, regional match-making projects like the
Lincoln one. The Lincoln one would continue and we'd have, these
across the state, so the whole State of Nebraska would pe
covered. The Panhandle, as indicated in the handouts that |
have an interest, Omaha, and we've gotten jnpdications from
around the state. So what we would do is, for instance, have
these | ocations and put $25,000 of state nobney up, matched by
$25,000 | ocally, thereyou have the $50,000, which is what the

Lincol n operation functions on. You'd hire staff and these
people would work with | ocal pusinesses, identifying their
pur chasi ng needs, identifying their suppliers, lookin through

the network into other suppliers potentially around thegigte
and being able to bring honme that business tnat is now goi ,’19
outside of Nebraska. The concept is very sinple. The program,

I think, is very effective. |t will end up acconplishing some
very good things for the state. The concept, | tal ked about
match-maker. 1t's a buy Nebraska concept without havi n% the
mandat e t here. This Is a positive effort to buy Nebraska. By
encouraging people and identifying these resources, and b
working with these people we' |l be able to keep that bu5|ne§/s
here. Ot her concepts, inport substitution, inport replacement,
this is the idea behind this piece of |egislation. | have
passed out a number of pieces of material about this. I'd be

happy to answeranyquestions. W are continuing to work with
different chambers of commerce gpd regi onal _ devel opment

districts. It's likely we' Il be back on Sélect File toagsk for
potentially some anendnments to the bill, but we're very gexcited
about the local input. We' re excited about the potential of

this statewide. We do have a |ot of excited people ground the
state ready to work on this project. Agai n, what we' re trying
to do is send the noney through the department and into the
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