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of the bill, Senator Withem.

S ENATOR WITHEN: Nr . Spe a k e r , members of the body, I have not
spoken on this bill yet, and I did want to make a c ouple of
comments, and I will try to be very brief.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Excuse me, Senator Withem. (Gavel. ) The
house is not in order, please.

S ENATOR WITHEN: T h ank you , Nr . S p e aker . This bill came through
the Education Cosmittee. The Education Committee s aw fit t o
advance it to the floor. I t was our f e e l i n g , I be l i ev e , that
this bill deals with a very, very serious problem that h as n o t
been adequately addressed to this date by this Legislature, that
is, how are all of our citizens in the state going to afford to
send their children five years, 10 years , 15 y ea r s , 20 y ea r s
from now on to our institutions of higher learning. Costs of
higher education are increasing each year. T hey are out p a c i n g
individuals abilities to deal with those. There are , b a s i c a ll y ,
three ways that an individual can pay fo" their own education,
or a family can pay for education of their children; save money
before they go to school; earn money when they ar e i n school ;
pay back money after they get out of school that they borrowed.
We need a mi x of those. Nost people that are experts in this
area indicate the area we have fallen down with pr i ma r i l y ha s
been in this area of encouraging savings. Senator Chizek's bill
does not solve the problem. It moves us one step forward. It
is one small tiny piece of the overall puzzle. We, as a s t at e ,
have, basically, three ways in which we can help young people on
t o c ol l eg e . Number one , we can put i n G e n e ra l Fund
appropriations into institutions to keep the tuition rates low.
We spend, probably, over $200 million a year of state General
Fund appropr i a t i on s e ac h ye a r doing that for ou r com munity
colleges, our state colleges, and our university system. We can
provide direct grants to students. We provide r oughly a m il l i on
dolla rs , 1 mi l l i on o n o n e h a nd v e r s us $2 00 m il l i o n o n t h e ot h e r
hand. We need to do more of that, and I agree with Senator
Moore on that. We need to do more direct grants. We also need
to encourage savings, and at this point we do absolutely nothing
to encourage savings. This bill of Senator Chizek's wil l do
that, it w ill help u s en couragesavings by families to send
young people on to college. I t does not solve all of the
problems nor do es it provide the massive erosions of the state
tax base that others have been a fraid o f . I t i s a good pub l i c
policy statement. It is a bill that needs to be passed this
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