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SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . A nyone e l s e ? Any o ne e l s e ?
Senator Warner, would you care to speak?

SENATOR WARNER: Yeah , Mr. President and m embers of t he
Legislature, I would rise to support the Speaker's ruling. It
is exceedingly clear, it seems to me, that germane amendments
relate only to the details of the specificsubject of the bill,
and this, obviously, goes beyond the specific details of t he
bill. I, too, am supportive of a narrow amendment but fora
variety of reasons, and we all know what we ar e a ll talking
about . And t ha t is the use of amendments to circumvent the
priority system, that is what we are talking about. The f i r st
thing most of us do that have been here any time, and I h a v e
already done it, of the four or five bills that I ha v e an
interest in, you start looking for what bi l l c ou l d I m a y be
conceivably amend it into and circumvent the priority system.
Once we s tart down t his route, a s w'e cou ld d o , t h en wh e re w e
will end up that many of you will never see you r p r i or i t y b i l l
c onsidered b ec a u s e w e a r e go i n g t o sp e n d h o u r s a nd hours a n d
hours of ar gu ' ing t h e amendments into some bill that goes t o t a l
beyond t h e p u rp o s e of t hat b i l l , and I would urge that we
support the Speaker in his ruling, and get established early on
that for this s e ssion that a narrow interpretati on is what we
are going to dea l with, and that w e ar e not go i ng t o go
intentionally circumventing the priority system which will leave
many of you out of bills that you think youare designating to
be considered because of t he l ong hour s we wi l l spen d on
discussions of germaneness, just a s w e ar e now, a n d t h e n ,
secondly, they, frequently, will be controversial subject matter
in themselves, and then we will spend hours on that. If you
have a f irst choice, make i t a pr i or i t y . I f i t i s not a
priority, then it ought to wait its turn in the normal order of
events and not consistently use the amendment 'oute to do things
that we otherwise did not want to do as a matter of a priority.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, sir. The Chair assumes there are
no other members that care to s peak, a n d t he que s t i o n . ..would

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Just br i ef l y . I had my l i g h t o n, was i t
working? Maybe they are not. Anyway, Mr . S peaker , me mbers , I
just will simply to say that I think it does fit into this
section. I can appreciate the fact that the definition ought to
be narrowly def i ned . However, we a r e t al k i ng about, i n my

you care to close, Senator Wehrbein?
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