
N arch 13 , 1 9 8 9 LB 49

amendments and I hope I can continue to support the bill.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . Senator D i e r k s .

SENATOR DIERKS: Nr . S peake r and members of the body, I j u s t
wanted to visit a l i t t l e b i t wi t h you ab ou t w hat Sen a t o r
Nelson's concerns are. Should understand that the people who
provide the herbicides for the state must. pay a r egistration
fee, as do all agricultural toxins or poisons or chemicals. We
have done a little survey around the states that surround us and
the average of a l l th e states ar ou n d u s comes t o t h e
neighborhood of $70.00 per registration. Curren t l y , we ' r e
charging 10, and we, with this b i l l , wou l d ch ar ge 4 0 , wh i ch
still doesn't bring us up to theaverage of the states around
us. The high state is Iowa at $125.00 per registration. So I
don' t believe w e' re stepping out o f b ou n d s wh e n we d o
t h i s . . . w hen we d o t h i s wi t h t h i s bi l l . The th i n g we h ave t o
remember w h e n Sen a t o r Schmit talks about conflicting courses,
and I think that he is right, I think we have lots o f p r ob l e m s
nationally with use of herbicides and even many just straight
fertilizer products that we us e on ou r f i e l d s wit h wat er
contamination and ever plant contamination, the thirg we have to
realize is I think we have to put the grease where the s queak i s
and r i ght n ow t h e r e is a terrible squeak out thereon t h i s
spurge problem and I think that there are others almost ri ght
b ehind , l e a f y spu r g e , spotted...or Russian knapweed and probably
e ven f i e l d b i ndw e ed . But there is a great necessity right at
this time to get this legislation in place and t h at ' s wh y I
selected it fo r my priority bill. I think that if you realize
that e ven t h o ugh we do get t his money from t he h e r b i c i d e
companies, ultimately, i t w i l l b e t he us e r wh o wi l l p ay f o r i t
because those costs will be reflected in the sale price of the
product. So I don't think we really place that much of a burden
on the herbicide companies. I think that the burden actually
falls back on the landowner in the long run. So, w i t h t h a t , I
would just like to urge your passing of the committee amendments
and eventu a l l y t he b i l l . Thank you .

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you . S n at o r El m e r .

SENATOR ELNER: Thank you, Nr . Pr e si d e n t . I appre c i a t e a l l o f
your patience this morning with my discussion of the b i l l . I
think that it's necessary that we talk about these things. This
is a very important piece of legislation anc.' it's going to be
verv costly. We have counties out there who are going to r esi s t
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