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many other areas because it's going to be a super human t as k f or
the cities. But, again, I want to caution you, one si n g l e musk
thistle can have 30, 40, 50,000 seeds in i t . Th ey wi l l f l y
thousands of feet in the air and they will travel hundreds of
miles. And in any giver month of the year those weeds can be in
bloom. They used to be sort cf a perennial. Today t hey ar en ' t
anymore. They se em to bloom all the time a nd the w i n d b l o w s
from one direction one day and the next direction the next. And
those of us who live west of Omaha think that perhaps t he f act
that Omaha has a high concentration of musk thistle it isn' t
going to threaten us, but I can guarantee you that it wil l an d
it only takes one or two small plants and I have fought them for
20 some years, 2 5 , 3 0 y ea r s , and most of us in agriculture have,
we know it i s a tough, tough problem. We know also that it' s
not the only problem. The leafy spurge problem which h as be e n
pointed out by Senator Lamb and others, and Senator Owen Elmer,
is also a serious problem and it's also a problem up in Senator
Cap Dierks' district. So we h. e the cost and we have not paid
much attention to this over the years and we' re go i n g t o h av e t o
do it now. I' m going to suggest that i t ' s easy t o ove r l ook
these things. The re's no glamour in fighting weeds. You know
you' re not going to make any head l i n e s a n d a n y one who s u p p o r t s
thi s b i l l i s n ot go i ng t o g o b ac k h o m e a nd b e able t o t e l l h i s
constituents in any kind of a manner that they will believe him
that he p erformed a great publicservice by passing this bill
into law. But it is a very important bill. I t i s a bi l l wh i ch
I think needs a lot of attention but, more than that, it's going
to need funding and it's one more instance where we'ra going to
put some really serious funding responsibilities on some l oc a l
jurisdictions unless we, o f co urse,see fit to apply General
Fund money there. At this time, I don't see that's forthcoming.
But we' re going to make it really tough o n the i nd i v i d u a l
landowner, on the individual jurisdictions a nd on t h e i nd i v i du a l
c ount ie s and c i t i e s an d , h o p e f u l l y , w e wi l l b e ab l e t o co n q u e r
the problem. Thank you very much. I support the amendment and
I suppor t t he b i l l .

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k yo u . Senator Elmer, would you care to
close on your amendment?

SENATOR ELMER: T h ank you ve r y m u c h . I just want to m ake it
very clear that all we' re doing is basically changing a " may" t o
a " shal l " . And in context it says, " al l c i t i e s a n d v i l l ag e s i n
this state shall provide for the control of noxious weeds within
.their jurisdiction." And that's the sum and substance o f t h e
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