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t he n e ed. Thi s talks about a head injury center. I have a
young relative and Dan does too,a s you know, who suf f e r e d a
head injury and my niece suffered it four years ago. The
therapy and rehabilitation f or a head i nj ur y i s so muc h
different and so much more specialized than the average nursing
home care and, as Chairman Wesely says, it does not impact the
n ursing homes. I t si mp l y g i v e s t h e authorization needed for
this new facility in north Omaha, at Immanuel, to become a
reality and what a wonderful asset it is going t o be f or our
state and for t hose people who need thecare. I just want to
attest to that and to affirm that : think it's tremendous that
i t i s goi ng t o ha p pen. So I think that Senator Johnson should
not be concerned about h is smaller towns because it has nothing
to do with impacting those areas.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . Senator Dan Lynch, please, further

SENATOR LYNCH: Nr. Chairman, I was reluctant so, because it
might appear to be s elf - s e r v i n g , but nevertheless, it is
important to mention so you' l l u n der s t and. It does little good
at «11 to mix and match, we cal l i t I gues s , i n t he b u s i n e s s .
Programs for rehabilitation are very demanding arid I t h i n k v e r y
different. The need for rehabi l i t a t i o n f or a h ea d i nj ur y i s
awfully different from an NR as compared to a spinal bifida or
cerebral pa l s y or mental illness and I t h i nk we hav e to
r ecognize t h a t . And what this bill does is provide us the tools
to permit where it is possible, not mandated where it isn' t
possible in some of the greater Nebraska areas, but where it is
pos ible provide for us the language that we need to help those
who ran, in fact, provide this care and service, give them the
tools to know the difference and be allowed to do that. We
sometimes fool people who have loved ones who are affected into
t hinking t he y a r e b e i n g h e l ped by s i mply b u i l d i n g a b u i l di n g a n d
throwing ever y b ody i nto i t , a l l of the vegetables into it,
assuming they all can be taken care of and treated in t he s a meway and by th e same people. That is not true. And, in fact, in
some cases i t ' s almost a cruel h oax that we permit that to
happen. This is, in fact, long overdue legislation. I t c a n , i n
fact, provide us the understanding to know the difference and
how t o a p p l y i t and I ho p e t h a t y o u w i l l be sympathetic to this
legislation. Thank you, Senator Crosby.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y ou , sir. Any other discussion'? Seeing
none, Senator Wesely , w ould you l i k e t o c l os e ?

discussion.
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