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report the bill as killed. My pract ice is to report b i l l s a s
quickly before...after action is taken as I can. O therwi se , w e
could have handled this in the committee. I t h i n k i t i s a g ood
change. I hav e , during my two and a half years Chairing the
Education Committee, have developed an appreciation f o r t he
regional high school system that I may not have had in the past.
I t ' s kind of...kind of this whole reorganization fight we get
into that if you' re on one side of the issue, if you' re on t he
proreorganization side of the issue, you' re supposed t o as s u me
that anything that has anything to do with people on the o t h e r
side h as g ot t o be b ad . So we' ve kind of been taught that if
you believe in reorganization that you ought to hate Cla s Is
and Class VIs are just Class Is, got to hate them too. I t ' s
kind of the mood that we' ve had. I t h i n k , as a bod y , as a
Legislature, we' re moving away from that type of either/or sort
of situation with our debate last year on 940, our deb a t e t h i s
y ear on 259 , d i sc u s s i on s we have been hav i n g . We' re trying to
move through a system where we can accommodate differences in
structure as long as we' re all moving toward thesame goal s o f
educating kids efficiently as po ssi b l e . The C l as s VI
terminology has developed a bum rap ov er th e ye ar s . T he con c ep t
of calling them a re gional high school makes sense for that
reason. It also makes sense for the reason that when you read
statutes you ought to be able to understand what it is you' re
reading . We l l , i f you read the t erm C lass VI, t ha t me a n s
nothing in and of itse3 f out of the context of the statutes. If
you read the term regi~n~l high school, that's what it is, i t ' s
a regional high school. And I think you may see in the next few
years, as a result of some of the things we d id l as t y e ar on
940, some additional Class VIs formed that will be genuine
regional schools in and of themselves. If you remember last
year, we said t hat C lass VIs c an be f o r med when t w o or more
existing Class II or III schools decide that they want to form a
single high school to serve those districts but they w ant to
maintain their elementary attendance center, that they can do
that. They can form genuine regional high schools. So I t h i n k
i t ' s a good name change. It's a change that I'm sorry h at we
have to ta'.e on the floor that is the result of probably too
quickly sending this bill onto the floor. I know at least one
of the members who voted to kill the bill in committee has had a
change of heart and will be talking to you here on the floor of
the Legislature about it. I just think it's a good concept and
we reed to do it and I'm very supportive of Senator M oore ' s
amendment.
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