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members of the Nebraska Wheathearts, which is an o rganization
over all the state,of course, and their names are.. .and would
you ladies please stand, Nadine Free of McCook, Lorraine Haas of
Hemingford, Nina Papik o f Crete, Kim an d Jane Elliot of
Alliance, Jo Balsenberger of Bushnell. Would you ladies...would
you please welcome these ladies to =he Legislature. Thank you
for your gift this morning and you ladies and gentlemen i n t he
organization perhaps would like to thank them for it. Thank you
for visiting u s today . Mov e o n t o L R 5 0 . But may I say that
w hile t h e L e g i s l a t ur e i s i n se s s i o n ard capable of transacting
business, I p rcpos e t o s i g n a n d d c s i g n LR 44 , L R 4 5 , L R 4 6 ,
LR 47, LR 48, LR 49, and that's it. All r i g h t , w e ' l l m ove o n t o
LR 50, p l e a se .

CLERK: Mr . P re si d e n t , LR 50 offered by Senators Hefner, Lowell
Johnson, Warner , Moore , L a ngford and B eyer . I t ' s f o und o n pag e
1 017 of t h e J ournal . (Read brief desc=iption of LR 50.)

PRESIDENT: (Gavel. ) Ladi es a n d g e n t l emen, may we please have
your attention so we can proceed. S enato= Hefner , p l e a s e .

SENATOR HEFNER: LR 50 is a r esolution to be s ent to the
Nebraska Con g r e s s ional delegat io n and the United States
Department of Veterans' Affairs. And you wi l l f i nd t hi s on
page 1017 if you w ant to read it. But what i t doe s , i t ca l l s
attention to budget cuts made in service s of f er e d b y V e t e r a n s
Administration Medical Centers. Budget cuts have been made in
services offered by VA Medical Centers in the l ast f ew y ea r s .
The cuts affect the services in two ways. T he serv i ces o f f e r e d
by VA Medical Centers are being reduced and in some cases to the
point that some centers may be closed and h e number o f v et er a n s
served is b e i n g r e d uced. Now Nebraska has three VA Me dical
C enters , Li nco l n , Grand Island and Omaha, a nd al l t h r ee hav e
been affected by these cuts. T hese cut s h a v e not r edu ce d t he
medical needs of veterans, of course. If VA Centers are closed,
v eterans wi l l be forced to seek medical care from other care
facilities, many of which already are overburdened . I n some
c ases, vet er a n s have n o i nsur a nce or may b e i n e li gi b l e f or
health i n s urance. The lack o f i ns u r ance simply means that the
cost of their care will be passed on to others in cases where
they are unable to pay for their own health care costs. I t i svery unr e a sonable to expect anyone to pay for expensive health
care without the aid of insurance or government a ssistance i n
the face of today's rising expensive health care costs. Prior
to these budget cuts, veterans were a s s ured t h e i r healt h needs
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