March 8, 1989 LB 449

SENATOR ASHFORD: Thank you, M. Speaker and nembers. | pB449is
the second piece in a puzzle that westarted to put together

last year with LB 518, which LB 518, asyou may recall, created
a transition funding program for ADC mothers who |eave the
welfare rolls andare employed inthe job fgrce. LB 449, or

LB 518 | ast year increased or continued health care benefits,
child care benefits for a period of time after the welfare

recipient obtained employment. B 449 is...initially had three
parts to it. One was the ADC grant which was amended by the
committee and we have just voted on thoseamendments. The
second piece is a tracking system whichwill enhancethe ability

of the Department of Social Services to network these particul ar
i ndividuals once they |eave the welfare rolls and become
employed, network with themto enhance their job opportunities

on an ongoing basis to maintain their employment, and,
hopefully, make themnore aware of better j obopportunities ¢4

that, they can continue in the work force. The second piece of
LB 449 is a much npeeded alteration to the transition funding

orogram in LB 518 nf | ast year. | appreciate Senator Wesely's
hel p over the interimin working gﬁ t hese changes or addSItYOI’]S

to LB 518. It provides for a 30 day grant, additional grant,
for the first month that the welfare recipient is in the job
force, and the reason for this is to fill the gap that...that
gap that is created by the person |leaving the welfare (g|Is and
then going onto the enployment rolls. There is a period of tinme
when nost of those welfare nothers do not have gufficient income

to cover the expenses for that first month. So this is
sonething, quite frankly, that should have been on 518 |ast
year. |t is a much needed addition znd will enhancethe ability

cf the departnent to continue to increase the nunber of \elfare
recipients who are leaving the welfare rolls. The statistics on

this are significant.  The departnent,. through its Job Service
Program has been increasingly successful in the |ast year, have
increased the number of individuals who have |eft the welfare

rolls, and that, of course, is consistent with the intent behind

the transition funding program of 5 8 and is also consistent
with what we are trying. ..someof the gapswe are trying to fill

in LB 449. So with that, | would move the advancement of
LB 449. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thank you. Senator Wesely, discussion?
SENATORWESELY: Thanks. Mr. Speaker, members, | will just take

a second, time is running out, but | want to comrend Senator
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