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where they will make some investments in some companies and see,
hopefully, this whole entire market begin to expand in Nebraska.
1 would add to this body that aresolution has been offered by
the Agriculture Committee to study the E thanol Authority, to
look into their financial background. And some of the questions
that Senator Haberman raised in a bi ll he presented to the
Agricu l t u r e C ommit t e e t h i s ye a r t h at i s still in the Agriculture
Committee . I t h i nk t h at t h e c o mmi t t e e i s co mmi t t e d i n t o l o ok i ng
into the points of allegations that Senator Haberman has brought
up. I think the Appropriations Committee h as al so d on e so me
checking in examining the budget of the authority. And I think
we have several people checking into the authority's operations
But at this time I think we do need to enact L B 5 8 7. I ' d l i k e
to see the bill stay as it is now written rather than adopting a
number of amendments, but if i t would make people feel more
comfortable with the authority, i f we hav e so m e ch ec k s and
balances there, that is fine with ne. But at this time I plan
on supporting Senator Schmit's amendment. As he s a i d , i t ' s ve r y
difficult to trac'k Nebraska grain across t h e s t at e an d a r ou nd
t he country, and I don ' t know if the Haberman amendment can
actually work that well if, in fact, we' re g o i n g t o u se Neb r a s k a
grain. Now I suppose most of the grain that is being processed
to make ethanol in Hastings right now is Nebraska grain, but if
you happen to build a plant on the b order o f Neb r a sk a and
Scottsbluff, or Blair, for example, you may very well receive
grain from, in some cases, Wyoming, "olo r ado , or I o w a . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: So I would see that that would cu t off
markets that the people operating an ethanol plant would have,
so I think it's important that we amend the Haberman amendment.
As I s ai d , t h er e ar e a number cf amendments forthcoming. I
don' t p l a n t o speak to all of them, as a m atter of fact thi s
probably will be m y only speech on this issue. I woul d j u st
tell the committee or tell the body that t he Ag Co mmittee i s
going t o l ook i nt o t h i s who l e i ssu e t h i s summer, and hopefully
we' ll answer some of the questions that certain members o f t h i s
body have about the operations of this Ethanol Authority,

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th an k y ou . Senator Smith, your light is on.
Would you care to speak to the amendment to the amendment?

SENATOR SMITH: Yes . Thank you , Mr . C h a i r m an . I woul d l i k e t o
ask a question of Senator Haberman. Senator Haberman, first of
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