March 8, 1989 LB 587

made a definite conmitnent to try to develop MIBE which is a
derivative of met hane and which can be producedfromcoal. g4
agriculture can continue to work on this process and try ¢g

devel op that market, or we can take a back seat and let the
i ndustry, the coal industry, the petrol eum industry super sede
us. I think tha this bill enphasizesagain the devel opnment of

by-products, the devel opment of the co-generation possibilities
and the fact that ethanol may, in fact, in some instances be
even a by-product for some of the other products that are
devel oped through this jndustry. It's been a long time, 18
years, since we' ve been working on this. As | said earlier,
there were people who ridiculed the idea. But today.

PRESIDENT:  (Gavel.) Pl ease, ladies and gentlenen, we're having

difficulty hearing. Pl ease hold it down. Thank you, Senator
Schmit.
SENATOR SCHMIT: Today approximately one-third of all the

unl eaded gasoline sold inNebraska is a blend of ethylalcohol
and gasoline. As we | ook toward the future we gre going to see
those numbers increase. Ne are particularly going to gee a
| arge growth in the devel opnent of the ETB industry, and we
think that we ought to take advantage of that. Manyof you,

over the years, have participated in these prograns. Many  of
you have watched the industrygrow. And | think that what we
are doing here today is consistent with the jdea of increased

economi ¢ devel opment for all of the State of Nebraska gpg
i ncreased market opportunities for the agricul tural production

of the State of Nebraska. | pmke no secret of the fact that I
do not subscribe to the theory that agriculture is ,uidated in
Nebraska. | still believe that the agricul tural production of
this state, both conmodities and |ivestock, is more inportant
than the industrial devel opment we have seen in the last few
years, although | do not downgrade the inportance gf trying to
i nprove that. But t he businessof Nebraska is commdities and
livestock, it always has been and t always will be. And to the
extent that we can enhance that devel opment, we should do so.
LB 587 is a tool in the enhancenent of those major industries,
and | think the bill should be advanced. | want to say this, |
have reviewed the amendnments proposed by Senator Haberman, gpnq
do not object to some of them Many of the proposals ne has
enbodied in his anmendments are being taken care oftoday by the
authority. I have several anmendments which | will propose to
his amendments, and | showed themto him seyeral days ago. He
will comment upon them himself. Byt | hope that you will bear
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