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fact, | have asked himon previous cccasions, if he would Iike
to submit them | would be glad to talk with himabout it. e
had a chance in the conmittee hearing where amendments could
have been of fered. At that time, there were no amendnents
offered, and now we' ve spent all day yesterday with a ol
series of amendnments drafted hastily and filéd wth the \M]erek
There is a problemin this area and it is a problem nationwi de.
It is a problemthat has affected the athletes here in Nebraska.
We have heard about certain instances but | can tell you it is a
problem t hat has affected a nunber of athletes, znda number of
athletes have been cheated and misled and taken advantage of py
sports agents here in Nebraska, but have had no remedy to try to
get their noney back or to try to take sone kind of |egal action

or ot her action against a particular agent. This bill, as a
concept, is a good one. | would ask that we suspend the rules
today and get on with things. W have already taken nost of the
day on just one bill. If there are problems and you want to
debate the bill nmore, we can certainly take it up on Select
File. I would like the opportunity, t hough, to have a | ook at

the anendments ahead of ti-~e and not be answering questions gn
the fl oor and taking up tinme with debating and visiting across

the floor and trying to anmend the bill on the floor. That
should have been done in committee, and there was every
opportunity to do so. Ad so, for that reason, | would
respectfully request your vote to suspend the rulesonthi s
occasion, advancethe bill to Select File. puring that time |
will be glad to discuss with anyone and everyone any amendments
that want to be proposed. | will work onit. | don't think the
bi I'l needs much change. | will mention there is one change that
| will probably make on Select File. | think Senator Chanmbers

did raise one aspect that | think we m ght need togddress and
that involved the definition of contacts, how do we define
contacts as far as bpetween a sports agent and an athlete. |
don't think we want to limt contacts that are by tel ephone call
fromout of state or a letter. \hat we really are aiming at is
the direct personal contact, the direct recruitment that goes
on. Sometimes it interruptsthe seasons, whether it s
basketball, or baseball, or football, and interferes with the
coll ege athletes who are trying to participate. It is for that
reason | have made the notion to suspend the rules. | don't
think we need to take up all these other amendments and take
va'uable time out of the legislative process and debate here in
the Legislature and, for that reason, I would ask for your
support. Thank you.
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