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on. | did not want to fight that political muscle because it

was a no-win situation. The City of Omaha has said, in effect,

okay, we' rewlling tolook at this. Yes, there is a needthere
on the part of the charities. We will give uEI a portion of this
tax. Whether they vote again and say no at this point nmakes g
difference to me. The jssue is still clear that they have
stated it's not sonething that they need and that the provisions
in LB 775, as anended by the commi ttee amendments, are good
provisions and allow for that money to flow where it's npst
needed and that's to the charities.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS:  Thank you.  Thank you, Nr. President.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Rad Johnson, on the
commi ttee anendnents, followed by Senator Haber man.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Nr. President and nmenmbers, | would like to
ask Senator Beck a couple of questions.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Beck, would you respond?

SENATOR R JOHNSON: Senator Beck, as | have been listening to

our responses to previous questions, | take it that your goal
ere is to lower the tax on bingo operators. |s that correct?

SENATOR BECK: Well, they' re taxed on their gross profit and, of
course, that's not bingo opera. .well, | guess it's bingo
operators. Yes, butprimarily those are, well, | would say all
of them are charitable organizations, various churches, "VFW,
that type of thing. So, yes, | guess that' s.| do want to
lower the tax on their gross profit so that they will have e
of their grossproceeds so that ultimtely they will have nore

profit to put back into their organization.

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: As| read the original bill, your goal was
to lower the tax for both the citiesgnd the state. As the

conmi ttee amendnents now stand, that would only  nclude Omaha.

As | said, you, | guess, are in agreement with Senator Hall and
the Revenue Conmmittee that the city has no right to tax the
bi ngo ganes being played in Omha. |s that correct?

SENATOR BECK: Oh, no. No, | think we need to go back on that
one, Senator Johnson. Yes, they have. .they have a...well, |
don't want to say they have no right. | nean, the state now has
that right. At one tine the city had tharight and we' re just
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