March 7, 1989 LB 775

much?

SENATOR HALL: That's correct . Theyv collect over $800‘000a
year on this 4 percent bingo tax that they do nothing to, you
know, earn.

SENATOR MOORE: So you' re talking about the City of Omaha, half
amllion dollars, 00, 000?

SENATORHALL:  That 's correct . They have received that, Senator
Moore, as basically a gift because they were in t he
statutes...previously when they did provide enforcement, they
earned it, but for the last four years they have done not hing
with regard to enforcing it.

SENATOR MOORE: The gift is kind of like the city sales tax |
pay when | go to Omaha, too, | guess.

SENATOR HALL: Well, Senator Moore, you know, it is ynfortunate
that we have a sales tax, | guess, but they. i, tnis case, it
is atax that is paid by the charities and the idea pehind
charitable gamng is to allow charitable operations the ability
to rai se some funds. The tax should be there amnd should be

inposed for the state, in ny opinion. Byt with regard to the
city, itself, we don't wipe it out completely, we just give them
half a mllion dollars.

SENATOR MOORE: Wel |, just how woul d you propose they woul d make
up...the City of_ Omaha woul d nake. . .where would, .. guess they
have to cut their budget by a half a mllion dollars'~

SENATOR HALL: Senator M.OOI’e, | woul d guess t hat they woul d cut
the budget, that deals with the enforcement.,regulatio n and
enforcenent of the Nebra ka Bingo Act by half a million dollars.

And since they do no regulation and enforcement, | think it
woul d be easy for themto basically eat that half a million
dollars.

SENATOR MOORE: So you like this, as Iong as they don't cut the
appropriation for the zoo by a half a pil|lion dollars, you' re
fine.

SENATOR HALL: Senator More, they can cut theappropriation to

the zoo, | don't care where they take it. out of. "They shouldn' t
take it out of the charities.
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