March 7, 1989 LB 775

take this bill or should we wait until the other sponsors get
here7

SENATOR LI NDSAY: | think you m ght check with Senator Hall.

PRESI DENT: Ch, Senator Hall is going to. .okay, Senator Hall,
please.

SENATOR HALL: M. President, LB 775 is a pj|| introduced by
Senators Beck, lindsay, Labedz and Hall. (Read tit le.) The
bill was introduced on January 19, referred to the Revenue
Committee. The bil |l was advanced to Ceneral File. | do have

Revenue Conmittee amendnments pending.

PRESI DENT: Are you going to take the committee gpendnents too,
Senator Hall?

SENATORHALL: Yes
PRESI DENT: Okay, Senator Hall.

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, M. President, and nenbers, the bill,
LB 775 becomes the committee amendments as were gdopted by the
Revenue Comm ttee followi ng the hearing on the biPI. The bill

deals with the issue of the tax that is levied on bingo.
Senator Beck's bill, that is her priority bill, was brought to
the committee and asked for a reduction in. of 1 percent in the
state tax and 1 percent in the |local or the city tax.
Currently, the tax on bingo is 10 percent.. Nebraska has the
hi ghest tax on bingo of any state in the nation. It's highest
by far and away. | think the next closest conpetitor ISy gpht
at 6 percent, so Nebraska has a wide gap there between the pext
hi ghest taxing state withregard to bingo. Many states that
allow for the conducting of bingo by charitable organizations

inpose no taxat all. sSenator Beck's bill was anended by the
Revenue Committee to |eave the state tax, which is 6 percent,

intact and to take the 2 percent that iS shown in the committee
anendnments out ~f the city's portion. Now t he ot her part of the
commi ttee amendment is that it would only apply to the iy  of
Omaha. As you renenber, there have been a couple of tinmes where
nysel f and fornmer Senator Vard Johnson woul d and have attenpted
to reduce the tax that the cities collected. s pet with much

OEpOSitiO_n speci."ically fromthe League of Municipalities and
this comittee arrendment reflf_scts my frustration with | osi ng
that battle time and tine again. |tis specifically targeted at
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