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PRESIDENT:
Chambers.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President and members, as I read the bill
further and listen to the debate I a m amazed at all o f the
decisions that need to be made. I guess I'm curious as to why
sometime someone hasn't proposed that the agent must b e a n
attorney, because obviously only attorneys are qualified to make
some of these legal decisions which certainly are designed to
protect the athlete. Year after year on this floor we f ind
ourselves in the position of building a fence around a
profession or a business or an entity, sometimes it gets down to
the point where special legislation is so fine and so finite as
to be almost absurd. It would appear to me that the passage of
the bill in the present form is one more attempt t o p r ot e c t a
certain area, albeit perhaps some kind of professxonalism, but
to make it more difficult for the amateur to get into i t , mo r e
difficult for someone who m i gh t b e qu a l i f i ed t o ge t i nt o i t ,
more difficult for someone who might be a particular friend or
relative of the athlete, and it would seem strange that it would
be possible for the relative to work without any compensation,
but that it would not be desirable for that same person to work
with compensation. It seems to me that the athlete ought to be
able to make that decision and that t he we l l - be i n g of t h e
a thlete ought to b e the prime consideration. N y pr i n c i p a l
concern is this, and I will almost guarantee that there will be
many, many individuals over the course of the next two years who
will not be ab le to get into this business because of the
passage of this bill. H opefully some o f t hem w i l l b e
u ndesirabl e peo p l e , but on the other hand I would venturea
guess that some of them will be desirable people, but who w i l l
take a look at the statute and say, well we just don't think we
can qualify. W hat we arereal l y doi n g h er e is t h at we a r e
limiting, we are limiting the number of people who can represent
athletes. That will, in effect, I'm afraid have the opposite
effect upon fees and schedules which the introducers of the bill
are trying to accomplish. Any t i m e t h a t y o u l i mi t t h e av ai l ab l e
market, that's what we are doing, t he co st go es u p and t h e
ability to charge a fee goes up. Now the reference was made to
the 13 percent that was charged Nike Ro s i e r o f a $5 mi l l i on
contract. I don't know whether that wasa fair fee or not. I
do not believe that anyone on this floor can tell you whether it
was a fair fee or not. It might well be that had I ne g o ti at e d
that contract I'd have done it for $500,000, total price. In
that case, whatever fee I charge would have been unfair because

Senator Schmit, please, followed by Senator

1888


