Narch 6, 1989 LB 224

PRESIDENT: Senator Schmit, please, followed by Senator
Chambers.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President and nmenbers, a5 | read the bill
further and listen to the debate I am amazed at all of the
deci sions t hat need to be nmade. | guess |'"mcurious as to \Nhy
sonmetime soneone hasn't proposed that the agent must be an
attorney, because obviously only attorneys are qualified to nake
sonme of t hese | egal decisions which certainly are designed to
protect the athlete. Year afteryear on this floor we find
oursel ves in the position of puilding a fence around a
pl’of ession or a business or an el"ltlty, sonetines it gets down to
the point where special legislation is gg fine and so finite as

to be alnost absurd. |t would appear to me that the passage of
the bill in the present formis one nore attenpt ;4 rotect a
certain area, al beit perhaps sone kind of prof essxoﬁal Ism but

to make it nore difficult for the amateur to get into ;4 nor e
difficult for someone who might be qualified to get into it,
nor e dlfflCUIt for soneone who mght be a particu| ar friend or
relative of the athlete, and it would seem strange that it would
be possible for the relative to work w thout any conpensati on,
but that it would not be desirable for that sane person to work
with compensation. |t seems to me that the athlete ought to be
able to make that decision and that the well-being of the
athlete ought to be the prime consideration. Ny principal
concern is this, and I will al st guarantee that therye Wil ™ pe

many, many individuals over the course of the next two years who

will not be ale to get into this business because of the
passage of this bill. Hopefully some of them will be
undesirable people, puyt on the other hand | would venturea
guess that some of themwill be desirable people, but ho will

take a | ook at the statute and say, wel| we just don't think we

can qualify. —What we arereally doing here is that we are
limting, we are limting the number of people V\?\O can represent

athletes. That will, in effect, I'mafraid have the ogposjte

effect upon fees and schedul es which the introducers of the bill

are trying to acconplish. any time that you limt the available
market, that's what we are doing, the cost goes up and the
ability to charge a fee goes uUp. Now the reference was made to

the 13 percent that was charged Nike Rosier of a $5mill ion
contract . | don't know whether that wasg fajr fee or not.

do not believe that anyone on this floor can te” you Wnet%er |k

was a fair fee or not. |t might well be that had | negotiated

that contract 1'd have done it for $500,000, total price. |n
that case, whatever fee | charge woul d have been unfair because
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