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that sports agent would have to register in order to get that
fee, one point of clarification. The second point a d dr esses
specifically this amendment because Senator Chambers want s t o
eliminate the language that would be on the contract about the
student jeopardizing his or her elig i b i l i t y by e nt e r i ng into
ti'is contract. There is a specific reason for including that
language in the types of contracts that are entered into. The
problem that has occurred in the past is that athletes will be
contacted by agents who will tell them, who will tell them that
here is a representation agreement, we' re going to post-date it
to after the season. A nd, i f y o u s i g n t h i s , i t wo n ' t h ave a n y
effect until after the season is over. A n d some of these
athletes have been naive enough to believe that, so t h e y ent e r
into the representation agreement that probably has unfair terms
in it, and unfair conditions,and unfair fees charged in it as
well, they enter that thinking that they have...they .ire not
jeopardizing their eligibility in any way. The reason f o r t hat
language is so that the athlete will be aware of what he or she
is doing. If the ath lete, in fact,says I don't want to be
eligible to compete in sports, I want to forego my senior year,
or whatever, I'm going tosign this agreement knowing full well
t hat I l os e my e l i g i b i l i t y , he o r s h e c a n do that. But what
we' re t r y i n g to prevent by this language is that the a thle t e ,
when they sign the representation agreement, knows that hey are
f orfe i t i n g t h e i r e l i gi b i l i t y d u r i n g t h e i r f ut u r e y e ar s w i t h the
institution of higher education. Nany of these athletes have no
i dea w ha t t hey are getting into when they sign these type of
representation agreements, particularly when s ports agent s m a k e
offers of money, make offers of travel, in some cases where i t ' s
reall y been abu s ed t hey' ve o ff e r e d women, prostitutes to
athletes, they' ve offered drugs in some of t he m or e e gr eg i o u s
c ircumstances . Those are the things we' re trying to prevent.
We' re trying to say with this representation agreement that that
has to be at the top of the representation agreement, disclosure
has to be made so the athlete i s aw a r e , when t he y sign t he
representation agreement that in fact they will jeopardize their
eligibility and in fact lose their eligibility by signing such a
representation agreement. That i s . . .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR NcFARLAND: ...the reason for that. provision, and tha t
is why I think it should be included. I would urge you to vote
against the proposed amendment.
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