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the requirements of a $250 registration fee. Why don't you have
a problem with agents in baseball and b a s k e t b a l l ? Those
questions are not asked because the people in this Legislature
don't und e r s tand the money making aspects of intercollegiate
athletics. In baseball you don't even have to go to c ollege
before you can go into a professional baseball contract. And
they also have a farm system. So you d on't hav e t hese g u y s
being approached by these agents and anybody being concerned,
because there is no question of college e l i g i b i l i t y . I f t h e
baseball players were made to finish a'1 of their years of
college like a football player, t hen you ' d h av e t he age nt
problems. Andi if b aseball did not have its own farmsystem,
they would try to get the universities to k eep t he b a s e b a l l
p layers i n schoo l , j ust l i k e i n f o o t b a l l . I n b aske t b a l l a
player went to court on it and won and the court said t hat y ou
cannot prohibit a player from entering the pro ranks until his
or her eligibility is exhausted. But it applies to basketball.
So, s i n c e a pl ay e r do e s not have to stay in school, as a
basketball player, until all those years have passed, you don' t
have the same kind or degree of problems with agents. I t ' s o n l y
in football where there is a hellish, unjust agreement between
the colleges and the professional leagues that a pla yer i n
football must waste four years, at l e ast, i n s c h oo l and
sometimes five before he or she c an g o ont o t he p ros , even
though what they learn in school has nothing to do, n othing t o
do with their playing professional football. And you must a l so
understand t his bi.ll deals with an i n f i n i t e si ma l l y small
percentage of those who are in college, because it is only that
infinitesimally small proportion that have the ability to turn
pro. S o in Nebraska you might have two p l a y er s a yea r and
you' re bringing this ponderous, this awesome machinery of
regulation and use of the criminal justice system for that small
a number of people so that it can appear that Nebraska h as so
much concern for these players,i n re a l i t y i t doe s n ' t . I' ve
never heard Senator N cFarland or a n y body else in any of the
states w h er e they have these bills try to make it a crime for
these college presidents who engage in illegal fund raising,
illegal inducements to players. Even t he Governor of o n e state
got involved. He doesn't say make it a crime for a c oach t o
illegally induce a high school player to come to a school . The
high school player is more vulnerable than t he co l l e ge p e r so n
whose b e en t he r e four or five years, yet they won't make it a
c rime. . .

PRESIDENT: One minute.
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