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or an accountant or an investment counsellor whatsoever. I f you
w ant t o . . . t h e r ea so n yo u want detailed disclosure o f t h i s
information is because there have been such repeated abuses and
repeated exploitation of individual athletes who do not have the
training nr the experience in investigating to determine the
credentials and qualifications of persons representing them. If
you look at other professional...when I applied for my...become
a member of the Bar Association I can tell you I had to provide
significantly detailed informatio~ along with pr of e s s i o na l
references along with the trans..ript, along wi t h a n i ndi c a t i o n
of my graduations from an accredited law school. There were a
lot of things because the profession of l aw i s a t rus t e d
profession. It is one where you want to at least do t h e best
you can to keep out persons with questionable, ethica l o r m o r a l
backgrounds. It is a very thorough one. We also do the sa me
t ype o f t hi n g , I t hi n< , with accountants, with stockbrokers. I
know they have a very detailed certification procedure. There
is no certification procedure forsports agents, so one of the
ways to try to address it is to, in fact, have them provide that
necessary information.

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR McFARLAND: What has happened on occasion is that the
sports age nt s who will be re presented by, and b a c k ed
financially, by someone who is fairly unscrupulous and s o meone
who i s f a i r l y w e l l- k nown, will come out and say that they want
to i=~resent the athlete and the athlete is not aware t hat t he
r eal p. .sons behind the representationa re th e p e r s ons i n t he
background who control the company through their financial and
business interests. Just in cl osing, it is to protect the
athletes. The idea is that some athletes are exploi te d by
sports agents. I think you' ve all read the newspapersand the
sporting magazines to know how that occurs and that this ball is
an attempt to address that problem. I can tell you some of the
athletes in Nebraska have been able to takea dvantage o f t he s e
similar types of statutes in other jurisdictions i n ord e r t o
void representation agreements w h er e t hey have b e e n t ak en
advantage of of sports agents. In the Mike Rozier case i t was
fortunate that California had an act somewhat like this because
Mike Rozier could take that agent to California and s ay , l ook ,
you violated the California Sports Agent Act, u nless you r e t u r n
a significant amount of the 13 percent in fees that you charged
me I'm going to sue you and, in fact, that agent was forced to
return a significant amount of those fees.

. .

1869


