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make the courts say that they are a public body subject to the
requirements of the U.S. Constitution and due process. F rankly ,
,I didn't think that anybody would st a n d u p a n d s a y t h e y ' r e
opposed to due process being granted in any context because all
due process means is fairness. Were I having my business
challenged by the Attorney General, I would say repeatedly, be
f ai r t o me . I f I we r e i nv o l v e d i n t h e pe t i t i on d r i v e , I would
say, be fair to me. There are people who, for t hose w ho l os t
their money in Commonwealth, are saying, be fair to them. But
because my name i s o n t h i s bi l l and i t d ea l s wi t h t h e very
concept of fairness under the law, then suddenly that concept zs
suspect. Thi s bill is not taking any power from the NCAA. It
would be l i ke i f I o f f er ed a b i l l t h a t sai d e ve r yb o d y i s
entitled to due process in the courts of this state, then
somebody would say, wait a minute, Chambers is saying that;
something has got to be wrong with it, I want due process for
me, but since he's recommending the bill, we better check that
again . You can k i l l t h i s b i l l i f you wa n t t o , be c a u s e t h i s i s
not one of those things that is going t o take my he art o u t .
This is a bill that would help the university. And if you talk
to Dick Wood, their lawyer, he will tell you that they need some
way to stop the NCAA from bullying them. They need some way t o
stop the NCAA from putting them in a position to have to violate
a co a ch o r an at h l et e ' s d ue p r o c es s r i gh t s und e r the
Constitution or face sanctions. When I b r o u gh t a bill saying
pay the p layers, you all were told that if the school d i d i t ,
even if that were fair, then they could be put out of the NCAA.
And if I said, then because of fairness and dealing fairly means
they are out of the NCAA, that should be the case, a nd on t h a t
proposition people said, no, no, t hat ' s t oo h ar sh f o r t h e
univer s i t y . So when I bring a bill that says that before the
NCAA can impose a punishment there must be fairness, a l l of a
s udden n o w t h e y s a y , well, the university is in it voluntarily,
let them get out if they don't like the r ules . Don ' t g et them
out on the ba sis of doing justice to the players but get them
out be cause t h e y want d u e p r oc e s s and the NCAA won't give it. I
do pay attention to things that people say on this floor, not
just on a specific issue. And i f y ou k i l l t he b i l l t h i s
y ear, . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: . ..I will just bring it back again. But i f
you kill this one, you are taking something from the university
that it greatly would like to have. So I'm going to fight the
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