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funeral directors that we h av e b een wo r ki ng with on t h i s
legislation, they do not support the change. And in reality, it
i s a comp r o mi se . I t i s n ot t o t a l l y e l i mi n a t i n g t he $ 5 , 0 0 0
figure. It does delay one year, only . I n ou r e st i ma t i o n , i t i s
a reasonable effort to compromise, and we ar e w i l l i ng t o d o t h at
with Senator Schellpeper, so we would support the amendment .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y ou . Senato r Di er k s .

SENATOR DIERKS: Mr . Sp eak e r and members o f the b ody , I am
r i s i n g i n oppo i t i on to the am endment. I h a ve h ad som e
c onversation with t h e director of the funera l.. .Funer a l
Directors Association and I gue ss i t i s h i s op i n i on t h at t he y
would like not to support this amendment, and so f o r t h at
reason, I would op pose it, plus the fact that I think that we
had an adequate hearing and it was accepted at the hearing time,
and I just would rise in opposition to the amendment. Thank
you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k you . Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, members of the body. I ,
along with Senator Wesely, also will support this amendment . As
he said, t his is a pieceof legislation, originally the intent
was that it would have been, first of all, t o $4 , 0 00 , and t hen
the following year to $5,000. There is some feeling on the part
of other people that this is quite an i n c r e a s e i n a ve r y sh o r t
period of time, and we definitely would not want t o conv e y t o
people just t o raise prices ju s t because they know that in
another year this is going to be their opportunity to in crease
those prices. So for this r eason , ev e n t h ou g h i t d oe s . . . I g ue s s
a s f a r as I am conc e r n e d , whether they like it or not, t hey a r e
getting an increase, and they may not be getting exact l y wh at
they want w hen they want it, but it certainly is a lot better
t han we p r e s e n t l y no w . . .p resen t l y pr ov i de for. So for that
reason, I am going to support the Schellpeper amendment. Thank
you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y ou . An y o t he r d iscu s s i o n on the
amendment? Senator Schellpeper,would y o u ca r e t o c l o se ?

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Thank you , Mr . S pe a k e r , and members . Le t
me say again that my local mortician is the one t hat br ought
this to my att ention in the first place, and he s a i d t h a t he
t hought t h e $5 , 0 0 0 w a s really too high, but that h e w o u l d go
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