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SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Yes, M. President, | certainly would. we
are begi nning down the path that | felt we would eventually head
down, and | guess | want people to be aware of what we gre doing
here today. I just was hit by one of the |obbyists in the
Rot unda sayi ng how can you not support the Hall amendnent. We
have heard all about the three-tier structure. The fact is that
the three-tier structure applies o spirits, to beer, and to
wine, and |'d suggest to the |obbyist that what we are doin
today with Senator Hall's amendnment is basically heading us down
the direction that Senator Schmit | think clearly pointed it
out, this is the first crack in the three-tier system It only
applies to spirits, but | can see the day when we will
eventual |y destroy the entire three-tier structure for all
segments of alcohol, in~ludingspirits, wine, and beer. Senator
Warner's amendment now opens that gap just a little bit wider,
and all that would now remain under the three-tier gtrycture
woul d be beer. Everything else would be sort of out on its own.
| guess | see a systemthat has been working fairly well. |t jg
up to this body whether they want to take that system and
restructure it somewhat. | don't know what deals have been ¢yt
with variouspeople. | was told that a deal had been cut that
we woul dn't touch wine and beer. Well, that may have been a
deal that sonebody cut with sonebody el se but they didn't cut |t
with me, and | guess | am not going to support the Warner
amandment on the basis that | think the three-tier structure has
wor ked wel | . It has worked well in the rural areas of the
state. We don’ Seéem to have a significant problem There
m ght be sone cheatlng going on, as Senator Hall has suggested,
but | don't know of anyone that is going to pick up and agrlve to
Omaha to buy one bottle of whatever spirit because he ran out of
it. Somehow | think thatthere are better business people out
there than that that recognize the need that they have, and|l am
sure will stock the necessary quantities of certain gpjrits in
order to service his or her bar. | guess the Warner anendnent
j ust accentuates what | t hought we were probably going to
eventually get to, which is the destruction of the entire
three-tier structure, and | guess at thjs particular point I
don't want to do that. Thatis mypersonal opinion. Everybody

el se has their own opinion, and | am sure we will hear
everyone's opinion on this, but 1l think it is the wrong
direction to head, and | would just highlight to the committee
or to this body that today is a...we may be setting some
hi storical precedent on this whole structure and | see if this
is tacked on and this bill is passed, that you may wel |l see the

end of the three-tier structure in the state, gnd maybe that is
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