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your have $15,000 in assets. You get 12,000 and the 3,000 would
go to the care of your spouse in a nursing home, for instance.
You would then go up, say, 20,000 in assets, again, y ou woul d
keep 12,000 and 8,000 would go into care for the spouse i n t h e
nursing home. Then at 25,000, from that point up in assets, you
would just start splitting it in half. S o, then you would g o u p
to 120,000 in assets, you would be able o k eep 60 , 00 0 , and
60,000 would go to the care of your spouse, and then from that
point on, above that in a ssets, you couldn't k eep it.
Everything would go toward the care of y our spouse in the
nursing home. Sc that is really where we are at on it, and t h e
savings on this amendment on this bill, it is now calling for
about 1 . 6 m il l i on i n G e n e ra l F und money. That is matched by a
2.35 million in fede"al. It would drop it by over $600,000. So
by adopting this amendment, Senator Smith is saving us $600,000
that I have got a few ideas that could be perhaps b ette r sp e nt
on some other programs we have pending. So, I think in terms of
priorities, there are better spending priorities for that money,
and it is a significant amount of money, and so, at this time, I
would support the amendment and suggest you support it as well.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . We are operating at a bit of a
handicap this morning. About half of our console up here is not
operational. Is there anyone else that would care to speak t o
the amendment, would you please raise your hand so that we can
double-check ou r sy s t e m ? A nyone e l se ? Se n a t o r B e ck , t ha n k y o u .

SENATOR BECK: Thank you, Nr. President and members of the body.
I would rise to support Senator Smith's amendment, and wi t h t he
idea that it might be a cost savings to the taxpayer, I think we
could all spend it, but I like her amendment very much and I
think we should pass this immediately.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Senator Schmit, please. Senator
Schmit, excuse me. Would you please push your button, the Chair
button, is it on? Okay, thank you very much. Proceed.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President and members, I wi l l su p p o r t t he
amendment and support the bill. I j ust want t o po i n t out,
however, that no matter how well-intended you work on these
kinds of issues, it doesn't prevent the individual who knows
they have some difficulty from protecting assets in other ways.
I am not sure just what the answer is except that I would j ust
like to r emind you that the amount of assets we are talking
about here could dissipate very rapidly given the present cost
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