March 3, 1989 LB 362

based on that, | believe what we have here based, you know,
federal level has placed this requirenent on us, but it appears
to be alnost a bill for the wealthy. s this is the onl hi
that we cando is |ower the $25,000 then down to $12,00¥) o} tnr?e
resource allowance, and | would ask for your gsypport on this
amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Discussion on the Smith amendment
to LB 362. Senator Wsely, please.

S ENATOR WESELY:: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, members, | would
support the Smith amendnent, although it will reduce the ampunt
the original bill calls for in protection of assets for
individual s. Having reviewed the situation since our discussion
on General File, the bill we passed |ast year did for the first
time protect well spouses in terns of assets and incone. well,

I guess they did have sone protection before that in terms of
incone, but it did increase their income protection gnq their
asset protection, and then the Congress's changes building on
that base were nuch greater than we had called fqor last vyear,
and so, really, the $25 000 m ninmm although it can be

justified, | thl nk, at the sane tlnE, considering all the ot her
I nprovenments In  terns of what we protect in incone gndwnat we
protect in assets, | guess | could live with reducing it down to
$12,000. We discussed it with Senator Wthem and he felt he
is not here, but he felt that that would be okay. and so.  |et
me again give you...back up a little bit about this bill.
Federal reformin welfare occurred last year. |t came after we

passed our spousal inpoverishment and our ADC coverage changes.

W are following up with LB 362 to inplement the extensions
beyond what we did |ast year to match up with the federal
program W need to do that. W have got to do that. The only

difference in this pill with what we have to do in terns of
m ni muns by the federal governnent s the particular point
Senator Smith is raising. That is the minimum...

SPEAKER BARRETT: Excuse me, Senator Wesely. (Gavel.) The
house is not in order. Okay.

SENATORWESELY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. i

only difference in the issues of what weTngvoenlghy oggla(l)ﬂ’ontpﬁ
this whole piece of legislation is the ver question Senator
Smith raises because the mini mum under the ¥edera| standards is
$12,000. That is to say you get half of the assets. vg,divide
the assets in half, but you get at |east 12, 000. Solet' s say
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