March 2, 1989 LB 187

a year but if you wind up with a serious head i njur ou can
spend $400, 000 within the year and you coul d have ||¥s’ura ce that
isalimted policy and it won't take you long to sell the farm
the house and the kids that you can get rid of and have to pay

those bills. This bill, 187, was never intended to cover all of
the unnmet and the unpaid bills for hospitals and for physicians.
However, in the state there was one programat | east that had

been in existence for a couple of years that did devel op
criteria for reimbursement to hospitals for the truly pedicall
i ndi gent . As | said before, g working stiff with a couple o¥
kids that got laid off, he's been gone for two or three onths
no | onger has coverage, he's not covered by any of the ?egerail
criteria any longer that provides that, if he can afford to pay
for it, he ~can continue the coverage up to six nonths; he
doesn't have any noney, he can't buy it, he doesn't have it.
They are sick and they needhelp. They have $10,000 worth of
assets left in their house and they' ve goY a car t%’at nmight be
worth 3,500 or $4,000, he could get help. Sp the criteria
established in 187, unl ess you change the criteria, you' ve got
to feel...please feel fairly safe with the cap. | can't tell
you what they are going to do two years fromnow or three years
from now or four years fromnow. This bil | or no other b 11, |
woul d not support another bill, | would sinply just pay pj s
like we used to with Medicaregnd Medicaid. That kind of a
process ruined, alnost ruined the Medicare system |t provided,
in fact, the incentive for President Reagan tqg establish what
was called the DRG system diagnosis related grouping system
where they say, we' re not going to just pay pj||s anynmore, we
can't afford this cost plus timeand material, whatever 'your
bill is I'Il pay it kind of business. ws want you to tell us
in fact, for about 450 sone procedures we' || “determ ne what ah
average cost of that procedure should be, how long that
procedure should be...how nuch _hospital time and how much
doctor's cost should be involved with that process zpq that's

what you're going to pay. Now if you want to provide that kind

of care, hospitals, doctors, sign up, ou can do

didn't,  most did. But as lony &% thieligibiiity chiteri 5008
187 is what it is, hopefully, you won't have to worry about that

32 million or 50 million or 60 million. | would not support
this bill if it were an open-ended bill that would obligate

future legislators and taxpayers for those kinds of dollars.
This is sinply to help hospitals, help health providers,%elp

clinics and doctors be reinbursed for just ti f hat
maybe sone people can describe, if they canadeggrri k')eonlt(,) be}Nt ear

than I' ve seen it described so far as medically indigent

1768



