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that $12 nmillion cap, at least | can |look back for the record
and say, | told you so. The first part on page 7, the niddle
paragraph, it says, ageneral estimate of the amount of charit

care provided by hospitals may be determ ned by multiplying tt¥e
statew de gross revenue of hospitals by the national percentage
of estimated charity care. The statew de gross revenue for
hospitals in Nebraska is aPproxi rratel¥ $800 million. pulti plied
by the 4.1 percent national estimte for charity care, gpe has a
figure approaching $32.8 nillion for charity care i, Nebraska
$32.8 million is that estimate. |f you go back to page 8, the
second full paragraph, it's another esfimate and |'m goin o
just read it into the record so it is there and you can reag the
whol e thing. But previousto this, it is described another way
of calculating it, and it says, this nethod estimates (st the
statewi de total cost for indigentcare of those persons under
100 percent of the poverty guidelines is 40 mllion, 40 mllion.
Now i f you take it on further, those persons ynder 12 percent
of poverty guidelinesit is 75 million andthosepersons under
150 percent of poverty guidelines is 98 million. wel|, the |ast
two figures are...really don't nmake any djfference, we' re not
tal king about that but, as you can see, the actual scope of the

Brobl emout there is between sonewhere possibly, very likely,
petween 32 and $40 mill ion. Now this bill has a cap on it. Now
it has been sold basically as property tax relief. Nowthe
actual inpact it will have to counties iS geyen less than the

$12 million, we know that, but actually I am saying heregnq
had the people who made predictions fromthis nicrophone, | know
that, but |1'msaying that the scope of this problemis nmuch nore
than $12 mllion right now. It is estimated between 32 and
$40 million and you can bet your boots in a few years the gtate
i sgoing to be picking up this whole 32, $40million .ost an

obviously, there are some other ways we can spend our noney and,’
once again, it won't be 32 to $40 nxllion of property tax relief

then, it wi Il just be the share of what thegtate is going to
have to pay. ~And | guess I'mjust yery concerned about our
previous track record in this area. Ten years gago the

20 percent Medicaid takeover, you know, now it's roughly four
times what we said it was going to be. now we' re taking this
over which if you' re going to argue, argue that we need to do it
is one thing, but argue it in the rame of property tax relief
and really is actual property taxelief inmpact is nuch |ess

than the actual bill and actually the scope of ¢t he problem is
much more than $12 nmillion. |t could be estimated as between
32 and $40 nillion and, for the record, that's in the record and
once again |' Il probably be voting no on the bill at this tinme.
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