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got insurance or another means of paying for their health c a r e
while they are incarcerated they, you know,ought to use that
means to pay for that care and not use public dollars. And t h e
only excep t i o n i n the amendment would be that for long-term
psychiatric costs o f a prisoner t ha t h a s be en determined
mentally incompetent to stand trial will not be c overed b y t h i s
and those of you who used to be county officials, were i nv o l v ed
with county officials, can unde r s t a n d t h e c on s e q u enc e a nd t h e
cost of that kind of a r e sponsibility. It will provide,
however, though, psychiatric care on a s h ort-term basis for
those that need it, you know, while t h e y r e i n t he cou n t y j ai l ,
but if they a r e determined incompetent to s tand t r i a l , s i mp l y
p ut , m ake s u r e y o u u n d e r s t a n d , and i n t he pr oce s s of t ha t h ave
to be treated, that kind of long-term and very expensive mental
healt h c a r e w i l l no t b e p r ov i d e d u n d . r 18 7 . However , j u st so
you know t hat that issue is being addressed, LB 44 ( s i c ) do e s
address t h a t i ssu e and and, if successful, wil l acc o m p l i sh t h a t
particular goal and that is the sense of the a mendment a n d ,
hopefully, ask for your support f or — .he amendment .

PRESIDENT: Tha n k y ou . S enator Chambers , p l ea s e.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: N r. Ch a i r man an d n e mber s of the Legislature,
I would like to ask Senator Lynch a quest>on.

PRESIDENT: W o u l d y ou respond, Se n a t o r Lyn c h , p l ea se .

SENATOR LYNCH: Yeah .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Lynch, as I listened as carefully as
I was a b l e t o a nd I ' m n o t sur e i f I comp l e t e l y un de r s t o o d . Is
your amendment changing what ca r e , t he s tat e o r w h o e ve r w a s
going to provide that care, would b e l i ab l e f o r i n t erms o f a
prisoner's treatment?

SENATOR L YNCH: No. W h a t i t wou l d cl ea r l y spe l l ou t t h oug h i s
with t h e a d d i i on o f statutes regarding the maintenance and
upkeep of p r i sone r s b eing i nc l ud e d i n t h e b i l l t h a t , i n f ac t ,
this bill does include health care for prisoners in jails.

SENATOR CHANBERS: But is it reducing the health care liability
that would be on those who have custody of the inmates? Would
it be reducing the responsibility that they currently have?

SENATOR LYNCH: No , they are responsible for them with t he on e
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