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these religious beliefs that they have are very strongly held.
And when | as a historian find that those beliefs are that
strong, at that point there is no way that | can justify jp my
own mind, keeping any skeletal remains or keeping any burial
goods. These things are extrenely inmportant to their religious
belief and I don't think that we have the right to keethose.
The issue has gotten to be one the Historical Society ¢yjes to
make it to be anissue of numbers. The nunbers of itens are
absolutely irrelevant, absolutely irrelevant. This is a mor al
i ssue. We' re not tal 'ki ng dollars and cents here. W' re talKi ng
about doing something that is rifght and doi ng sonething for a
peopl e who have been put down all of their lives and throughout
much of their history. W need to do this to try and correct
sone of the nistakes that we have nmade in the past. You can't
totally correct those, | realize that. But we do have here a
chance to correct sone mistakes that have been made ;.4 to do
absolutely the right thing. | don't think it should matter that
we have the head of the Historical Society who shows an gpsolute
disdain for the, and respect for the |egislative process, seems

to not care about that. He sinply wants to deal in npumbers of
items that he can have on display. Thatis the issueto him, is

t he nunber of itens that would have to go back and the nunber of
items he couldn't put in his cases over there at the Historical

Society. | think that |loses the total perspective of the issue.
The issue is a noral one, it is a religious one and | don't
think that any of us have the right to tell themthat their
noral and their religious issues are wong. | think when we
find that that is what their belief is, | think we have t he
responsibility to respect those beliefs. | would like the body
to vote on this issue and to deal with this issue asa moral
issue putt ing all of the personalities aside. We have to be
able to do that. W have to put those personalities aside.
Those are not the things that make for good I egislation. What

makes for good legislation is the thought process that weggecp
have to go through and the study process that we each have to go
through and | think if you individually go through that process
and you will find how strongly held these religious beliefs are,
you, too, will come to the same conclusions that |I have, that we
have a responsibilityto returnthe skeletal remmins and the
burial goods that can pe specifically identified with  those

remains. We have that responsibility to return those back
the people who hold those religious beliefs. Tk Ifo
have any time left, I'd give it to Senator Chan‘ggrr]s.you'

PRESI DENT: Three m nutes. Senator Chambers.
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