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no nore val ue than what they would have based on their intrinsic
nature. We are tal king about things that have taken on an
al nost nystical significance for the Native Americans as the
ceremonies amd the ceremonial items have taken onfor white
peoPIe of a dlfferent type of religion. | would hope that ou
cou try when you consider this bill and the burial goods to
equate it with the way you feel about those things that are
inportant and precious to you. W would not want to have a type

of ethnocentric arrogance that would put us in a position of
saying that unless | think that your religionis a religion

worthy of my consideration, I will not respect it. they should
not have to be required to prove the validity of pheir customs
to our satisfaction because that, in itself, is humiliating,
demeaning, degrading, and contrary to what Aneri ca is supposed

to I_be art])out V\fb hshoul d keep in én nd, too, what | nentioned
earlier that nost of these renmins an burial ds were the
direct result of del i berate plundering and I‘%%%I ng of graves.

Anybody who has beento |aw school, or even has walked past a
I 'aw school , knows that a thief never obtains good title When a
thief is caught with the goods.the thief nust give t hem back,

and we are tal king about people, who under standards established

today ard before today about how archeolo%sts operated
violated every ethical fenet and in sone cases the exi stlng

of this state when they plundered these graves and took these

burial goods. We're not talking about a great amount of
anything in terns of dollars or whatever. ut hese burial
goods could be valued in terns of b||||ons of do lars, that 1I's
not even the issue. A Catholi c¢'s rosary does not have value
based on whether they are nmade of jewels gf dlamonds or whatever
physical ~ substance or thedollar value. If we're looking in
terms of dollars, we can forget not only about this but aj of

the laws that make it a crine to desecrate ceneteries today.
Everybody on this floor understands very well what it 5 | am

tal king about and were it not for a group that has traditionally
been despised, abused, spat upon, 0 are fewin numbers,
i npoverished, ignorant, wacked by disease and al coholism has 4
friend in very few places, if any place, if we were not talking

about such a group gs that, this bill would not even be
necessary. Wedidn't need a bill |jke this to protect the

ancestors  of white people or any other group, and | think the
very fact that we have to do it in this fashion is a shane

all of us, but we can rectify a long-existing wong as rrucR as
lies within our power. This bil | has been deluded znd watered

down to a point that |, personally, would not accept were |
pushing this issue...
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