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those all reposed in the State Historical Society at this time,
those items that you are talking about, t he 1 , 0 5 4 ?

SENATOR B AACK: These items are all State Historical Society
o nes, b e c a us e i n ma n y ca s e s , the way that the bill is. . . th e way
that the committee amendments are written now, many of the other
entities that may have b u r i a l goo d s o r remains do not have the
documentation available to t rac e t ho se g oo~ ' s to a sp ecific
skeletal remain, and i n t ho se c a se s , t he . w o u l d n ot g o b a ck
because they don't have the documentation. Some of the smaller
museums d o no t have the kind of doc umentation t ha t t h e
Historical Society does.

SENATOR SMITH: T hat is good to know, because as you k n ow , I am
s ure t h at eve r y one i n he r e ha v e b e e n receiving calls, l e t t e r s ,
and so on from museum directors across t h e s t a t e . I happen t o
h ave a mu seu m i n Hast i ng s , and h ad a conference call just
yesterday, and I think they have some mi sconceptions, t hen ,
b ecause t h e i r u nders t a n d i n g i s t ha t t he y wi l l l o se a lo t o f
their artifacts and those kinds of things. I t w o u l d b e ba s e d on
whether cr not they could be identified, is that it?

SENATOR BAACK: The documentation has to be there so t h at t he y
are readily identifiable with a speci f i c r e ma i n s . So th e r e h as
got to be some good documentation there.

SENATOR SNITH: Ok ay , v ery g o od , t h a n k you . Now, t h e n , t he n ex t
quest i o n = s , ar e t he r e , and m a y b e .. . I d on ' t care wh i ch on e
answers this, but just for my own information, do we have o the r
kind of skeletal remains of any other group than Indians in the
museum in the Historical Society and in our museums ac r o s s t h e
s ta t e ?

S ENATOR BAACK: Do y ou m e a n b e s i d e s P a w n ee ?

SENATOR SNITH: Bes i d e j u s t I nd i an remains, because it seems to
be a bill that has become a battle between the American Indians
and the historical societies. Maybe, E r n i e , cou l d you answer ,
o r , S e n a t o r C h a mber s , could you answer that question?

PRESIDENT: Senator Chambers, please.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Smith, and I don't mind being called
Ernie. Aristotle, Plato a nd Socr a t e s h a d o n e n ame. Er n i e i s
fine so I don't ev r take offense at that.
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