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subterfuge or oversight or through inadvertence. I am p r e p a r ed
t o d i sc us s eve r y asp e c t of the committee amendments and the
bill, so if you have a specific r eference y ou wou l d l ik e my
input on, I am prepared to give that. But the Native Americans
have given up a great deal in this whole discussion. It reminds
me of something I read about Chief Tecumseh. H e was c o n s i d e r e d
a great warrior even by the United States Army, and af t e r o n e o f
the battles, at which they felt he was killed, his body was
never found, so for years after that, people thought that he
remained alive. But, nevertheless, he was dealing with Governor
William Henry Harrison a t V in c e nnes a r ou n d 1 8 10 , and he was
trying to explain to the Governor how land had been taken f r o m
the Indians through fraud in the State of Indiana, treaties that
were not really treaties, that did not meet the definition of
any legally binding document . So wh en the Chief and h is
supporters came together to talk to Harrison, the first day
there was a lot of confusion so they almost came t o b l o w s and
everybody, i n a m anner speak ing , s aid, we l l , y o u g o y o u r wa y a n d
I wi l l go mi n e . After tempers cooled the next day, they came
back again and Tecumseh invited General Harrison to sit dow n
with him on the bench. So they were talking as diplomats and
statesmen will do in these situations when tempers have cooled .
So a s Tec u mseh talked to General Harrison, he moved closer to
h im. Th ey t a l k e d a l i t t l e bit more, then h e wa s t ou ch i n g
G eneral Har r i so n . So General Harrison moved a bit further.
Tecumseh continued to talk and push the General a li ttle bi t
f ur t h e r . Then General Harrison reached the end of the bench,
and before he fell off, he said, wait a minute, Chief, you are
about t o k nock me off the bench. And Tecumseh said, that is
exactly what the American government has b e en doi ng t o my
people. Every time we sit down to makean agreement, we think
that the agreement means as much to them as it means to us. We
look up and we find we have been moved a bit farther, a nd pre t t y
soon there will be a point reached when there is no land we can
c al l ou r s . So i n d e a l i ng w i t h t hi s b i l l , and t h e i ssue s , the
concess i o ns , t he compromises have, indeed, been made by t he
Native Americans. And I am going to try to state as succinctly
a s I c an wh at the overall purpose of the bill is and what it
does. lt is dealing with human r emains , bod i e s or p ar t s o f
bodies that were deliberately, in most instances, s ought ou t an d
dug up by people called "pothunters". It is not an instance
where t hese bod ies and t h e se burial sites were inadvertently
d iscovered and dug into. There was a man named A. T. Hill who
said, I don't play golf, I go out on Sundays and d i g up some
I ndians , and he collected a l ot of human remains, a lot of
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