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on your a mendment?

amendment, Senator Nelson.

n arrows t h e g r o u p o f p eo p l e w e are talking about because e thn i c
is our cultural or native background, and pluralistic includes a
lot of different groups of people, and I u n d e r s t an d s o me o f t h e
objections to that word, and I wi l l t el l you from my own
exper i e n ce , I am an Irish-Catholic and I grew up in a Masonic
town. Let me tel' you I know about insensitivity because I have
heard p e o p l e s a y t h i ng s about those Catholics when t h ey t h i n k
chi l d r e n d o n ' t l i s t e n , I guess, that we can't hear when they say
mean things about your church or your parents because they are
Catholics and because they are mixed. All those words I grew up
with, so to me, that is ethnic. I am Irish, that is an et hn i c
b ackground . Th e r e are more things to society than just ethnic
background, so I still like the word "pluralistic". I am go i n g
to vote against this amendment if it is the word "ethnic". I
d idn ' t q u i t e c atch wha t Sen at o r Nelson sa i d . Now I d o
unders t an d i t . So t h at i s why I wi l l vote a g a i n s t y ou r

PRESIDENT: Th a n k yo u . Senator Nelson, would you like to c lose

SENATOR NELSON: I just move for the adoption. As I s a i d , and I
appreciate w hat Sen ator Crosby sa i d , bu t we certainly do not
want to leave the wrong impression that we are going to talk
about r e l i g i on n ec es sa r i l y in he r e or gays o r so on an d s o
forth. I, myself, am uncomfortable. I am as gu i l t y a s an y on e
e lse o r p r ob ab l y m o r e so and to find the correct words, and so
we are just looking for that, and t o me t h e different e thnic
backgrounds is very suitable in what we...and I do want this as
an amendment to the amendment because i t h as t o b e an
-mendment . . . c an ' t d o i t ?

PRESIDENT: No, Sena t o r Nel so n , n o , this has to travel on its
own. The committee amendments are adopted.

SENATOR NELSON: All right.

PRESIDENT: Ok ay .

SENATOR NELSON: W ith that, I move for its adoption.

PRESIDENT: A l l r i g ht . The question is the adoption of the
Nelson amendment. All those in favor vote a ye, opposed n a y .
S enator N e l s o n .
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