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SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Nr. President, members of t he b o d y ,
just very briefly, this is one of the amendments that I really
have no problem in supporting. I think it's a policy decision.
I think Senator Baack may be talking about it a little bit later
of what we as the body want to set,w hether i t ' s 90 da y s , a
year, life or whatever we want to do on that and I think the
choice really is between 90 days and a ye a r . I j u s t w a n t t o
throw out one philosophical point I'd hope the body w ould k ee p
in mind. I know in the body in the State of Nebraska there is
concern about recruitment and...of course, there is and there is
recruiting going on today. I think we'd all recognize that and
there will be recruiting going on tomorrow and forever because
that's one of the emphasis that we have unfortunately in many of
our school systems, but while we are c onc e r n ed wi t h t h e top
athletes, the one or two percentage of those people that may be
opting. One of the things I hope the body al so con s i d er s is
that when you set this policy,whether i t b e 90 d a y s o r a y ea r
o; more than a year, you' re also affecting students who may not
be good in athletics necessarily. You' re also affecting people
who would like to participate that may not be t he star , but
because they nave opted for a better educational reason or for a
personal reason that their family deemed it necessary to choose
to leave and go elsewhere if t hey a r e ac cep t e d , you ' r e also
banning that student from participating as well. And I t h i n k
one of the things that we need to look at as a body is the thing
that Senator Sam Erwin said years ago when t he y had ma ny l aws
about trying to catch this criminal and that criminal and the
point that he made is sometimes you have to let a f ew of t h e
criminals go in ord er to protect the rights of the majority.
And I wonder sometimes, a s a b od y we ' r e so con ce r n e d about
stopping the few from making a poor decision on who to take
because of recruitment and at the same time we t ake away the
ability of other students who are just plain ordinary good
people and take their right away from participating a s w e l l .
And I t hink a s we debate this issue and get to vote on it,
hopefully relatively soon, that we at least keep those points in
mind as we' re voting. Thank you , N r . S pe a k e r .

S PEAKER BARRETT: Tha n k y o u. S enato r B a a c k.

SENATOR BAACK: Nr . S pe a k e r an d members , I . . . y o u k n ow , I don ' t
r is e i n opp o si t i on t o t h i s . The b i l l was o r i g i n a l l y wr i t t en
with one year in it. T hat ' s t h e w a y that I wro te th e b i l l
o rig i n a l l y . Wh en i t came to th e at tention o f t h e S c h oo l
Activities Association they came to me and said, w e would p r e f e r
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