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be particularly successful at that.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Sen a t o r Be r na r d - S te v e n s , p l e ase . Excuse me .

SENATOR SCOFIELD: I want to give Senator Withem the r est o f my
time to respond.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Excuse me . Ab ou t t wo and a half minutes.

SENATOR WITHEN: I didn't say I was going to take it though, did
I? This is a...no, I appreciate the interest. Seriou s l y , I do
appreciate the in terest and t he que s t i on s . I ' l l at t em p t t o
answer the two questions that I heard. One is on the grant
application process. The bill takes one ;pproach toward this
type of program. It sets it up and as s ays t h e r e i s an ag en c y
of state government that has rule and reg making authority that
will set up the procedures. T hat s t h e as su m p ti on i n t h e b i l l .
If senators, any senator is not comfortable with that p r ocedure
and wants it spelled out me r e s pe c i f i c al l y , I 'm p e r f e c t l y
wi l l i n g and ac t u a' . l y p r oba b l y d e l i gh t ed t o do t h at . I t d oe s n ' t
concern m e that you 'd like to see that done and would like to
work on that. The question of reallocation of resources, p o i nt
twc, State/Distract Roles in Rest ucturing, comment on why thi.s
is vital that we spend a lot of money on educ ation xn t h i s
s ta t e . Neb r as k a , on a pe r c ap i t a ba s x s , we' re abouc a t t h e
average . We sp e n d a bi l l i o n d o l l a r s a yea r edu c at i n g k i d s xn
elementary/secondary s chool s xn ou r s t a t e . We' ve g o t , i f y ou
read the literature and be l i e v e t h e l i t e r at u r e , we' ve g o t to
begi n d o i ng a l o t of t h i .igs differently. Our kids, a lo t o f ou r
kids, too high a percentage of our ki d s aren't completing
school, and of those that do, t oo h i g h a p e r c en t ag e o f t h e m a r e
l eav in g t h e schoo l s n ot r e ad y t o mak e i t es t h er i n h i g h er
education or out in the workforce. We' re probably not going to
spend $ 2 b i l l i on on ed uc at i o n here i n Neb r as k a i n t h e
foreseeable future, s o w e ' r e g o i ng t o h av e t o d o some
r ea l l oc a t i on . We' re n ot t a lking abo u t necessa r i l y do i ng
reallocation at the state level.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR W I THEM : We ' re talking about ur g ing t hos e l o c al
districts out the re to do so m e reallocation, some different
staff assignments for i ns t a n ce . I n a s c ho o l d istrict t ha t I
know of, for instance, they had a neat wonderful program going
t he t e a c h e r s w e r e d oi n g on a volunteer basis but weren't able to
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