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grants? Why does there have to be a grant attached to it? If
i t ' s a worthy idea and i f school boards are interested in
improving the grass roots participation, which I t hink this
r est r u c t u r i n g d oe s and I like that part of it, w hy can' t w e d o
it without the grant of $50,000 to a school district? A nd th e n ,
finally, another question, and that is, w ould you expla i n
Section 6 a li ttle bit better that says that a participating
school m a y wai ve an y school b oa rd po l i cy which h a s b een
identif'ed as a barrier in any model restructuring program?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Withem.

SENATOR WITHEN: Yeah, trying to remember, first question is,
does this appropriate more money for more staff in the St ate
Department of Ed ucation? No, it does not. All of this money
would be used to either fund the grants or would fund the iorums
themselves, the expenses involved with the forums. T he quest i o n
of why the state department staff can't do i t on i t s own , I
guess the response to that is they just haven't done it on their
own. I think they probably could. They have no t c h o sen t o d o
so. T he t h i r d qu e s t i o n d e a l i n g w i t h , are the grants absolutely
necessary to the sp e cific districts,I don't know if you were
here a second ago, I kind of engaged in a dialogue with Senator
Noore on that very question and to summarize what I said then at
that time is that, yeah, it could be done without the grants but
I think we need some sort of incentive out there for the school
districts to do this, this type of thing. They coul d b e d o i ng
it today and, frankly, they aren' t. When you go to particularly
administrator meetings, you don't hear a lot of talk about the
administrators talking about the needs t o i mp r ove e ducat i o n .
They are talking about the needs to,and unders t andab ly , t h ey
are talking about the needs to get the money to f inance the
p rograms t h e y n ow have. Fo urthly, could I explain number 6,
.hat the State Department of Education may waive a ny St at e
Department of Education rule or regulation. This is kind of
fundamental to the restructuring idea. The theory is that there
are some administrators out there, there ar e som e t each er s out
there that may like to be doing.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR WITHEM: ...doing things differently than they are now,
but they look at state department rules and regs and they won' t
l e t t h em d o i t . I f , i n t he i r p l an s , t he y i d en t i f y , j u st a s an
example, that the manner in which they a re g o i n g t o t e ach a
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