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grants? Wiy does there have to be a grant attached to it? ¢
It's a worthy idea and if gschool boards areinterested in
i mproving the grass roots participation, which | think this
restructuring does and | like that part of it, whycan't we do
it without the grant of $50,000 to a school district? Andthen,
finally, another question, and that is, would you explain
Section 6 a little bit better that says that a participating

school may waive any school board policy which has been
identif'ed as a barrier in any nodel restructuring progranf

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator W them

SENATOR WITHEN:  Yeah, trying to renenber, first question is,
does this appropriate nmore noney for nore staff in the State

Department of Education? pNo, it does not. All of this noney
woul d be used to either fund the grants or would fund the ioruns
t hensel ves, the expenses involved with the foruns. The question
of why the state department staff can't do it on its own, |
guess the response to that is they just haven't done it on their
own. I think they probably could. They have not chosento do
so. The third question dealing with, are the grants absolutely
necessary to the specific districts,| don't know if you were
here a second ago, | kind of engaged in 3 dialogue with Senat or
Noore on that very question and to symmarize what | said then at
that time is that, yeah, it could be done without the grants but
I think we need some sort of incentive oyt there for the school
districts to do this, this type of thing. They could be doing
|t tOday and, frankly, they aren' t. When you oto particul arl
adm ni strator meetings, you don't hear a lot of talk about the
adnmi ni strators tal king about the needs to inprove education.
They are talking about the needs to, gnd understandably, they
are talki ng about the needs to get t he money to finance the

programs they now have. Fourthly, could | explain nunber 6,
.hat the State Depart ment of Education may waive any State
Departnent of Education rule or regul ation. This is kind of

fundamental to the restructuring idea. The theory is that there
are sone administrators out there, there are some teachers out

there that may |i ke to be doing.
SPEAKER BARRETT: One ninute.

SENATOR W THEM: .. .doing things differently than they are now,
but they | ook at state departnent rules and regs and they \ont

let them do it. |f in their plans, they identify, just as gn
exanple, that the manner in which they 516 going to teach a
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