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there, i s . . . t h e r e i s on l y on e sch o o l l i k e O m aha Pub l i c . They
would automatically, if they applied for this, because they are
by themselves, and automatically get a grant?

SENATOR WITHEM: N o.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Because you said you want to get both a m ix
of...I mean the state.. . i n yo u r b i l l an d so f or t h , y ou want t o
get a mix between rural.. . smal l sc h o o l s a n d l a r ge s chool s ?

SENATOR WITHEM: We' re talking about school buildings as opposed
t o d i s t r i c t s .

SENATOR HARTNETT: Ok ay .
. .

SENATOR WITHEM: And I would say.
. .

S ENATOR HARTNETT: So Sen a t o r Bec k ' s , i f a bu i l d i ng w o u l d ap p l y ,
then that would be a building rather t h an a system, that' s
r i g h t ?

S ENATOR WITHEM: Ye ah .

SENATOR HARTNETT: O kay, t h an k y o u .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Schimek, please.

SENATOR S C H I MEK: Mr. Sp eaker an d me mbers of the Legislature, I
am rising with sort of mixed feelings here. First of all I want
t o , a s o t h e r s h a v e d o n e , commend Ron for bringing this i de a t o
u s b eca u s e I t h i nk i t i s an idea worthy of looking at and one
that we all need to think about. However , h av i n g be e n i n t h e
classroom and having had children in the public school s fo r t h e
last 20 years, I'm at the point these days where I 'm a 1 ' ttle
bit skeptical about some o f t h e s e n e w i d eas a nd I gu e s s I do n ' t
think that restructuring is necessarily going to be a p an ace a
f or eve r ybo d y . It might be for some school systems, but more
than that, I'm wondering, and, Senator Withem, I gues s I ' d l i k e
t o h av e you add r e ss t h i s q u s t i o n . I f we had t h i s s ta t e w i d e
d isc u s s i o n , and I t h i nk i t wou l d be a good d i sc u s s i o n t o h av e ,
would i t no t b e pos s i b l e t o d o i t und e r the present staff and
arrangements at the State Department of Education? Why d o we
h ave t o h av e t he . ..or does this indeed spend money for s ta f f a t
the State Department of Education and, s e c o n d l y , wh y c annot we
encourage school districts to have these discussions without the
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