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still accomplish a great deal b y h av i ng t h e forums an d by
al lowing t h e st at e department to waive some rules and regs to
encourage sc hoo ls t o do s ome th i n g s ? I g u e s s I ' m a l i t t l e
hesitant in wanting to s p end $200,000 t o a w ard s c h o ol s s o me
things that they are already doing some creative t hings . An d
once again...I pose this question only to. . . I g u es s t o p r e s e n t
the question, there may be more than one way to skin a c at an d
we can still have a lot of restructuring, a lot of good dialogue
going on without actually having that outlay of $200,000 which
is not that much, but as Senator Beck just m entioned, if t h e
school s ar e al r eady doing some things,why do we need e x t r a
incentive there? And I guess I'd like to hear your comments on

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Withem, would you r e spond.

SENATOR WITHEN: Yeah, I'm trying to...I' ve got four different
answers fo r y ou , Sc o t t , and I'm trying to decide which o ne t o
give at this point. Yeah, there are some schools that are doing
some things, not very ma n y f r an k l y , in t h i s w h o l e ar e a o f
r est r u c t u r i n g. I t ' s kind of interesting, t he i d e a o f
restructuring, all of the pieces to the puzzle have been out
t here f o r d ec a d e s . When I went through teacher training school,
you know, I was schooled in the inquiry method of teaching. You
know, th e r e ar e s ch o o l s ou t there that are empowering t he i r
t eacher s t o mak e s ome d e c i s i o n s . The thing with the
restructuring is you' ve got to put all of these ideas t oget h e r .
You' ve go t to have the kids or iented to an active type of
l earn ing p r o c e s s . Y ou' ve go t t o h av e the teachers realizing
that they are not the folks that stand up in front of the room
and dictate all of the knowledge and y o u ' v e got t o h ave an
administration and a s chool board that will be supportive of
that sort of approach. So I don't think that there a re sch o o l s
out there that are doing restructuring right now. Norfo l k i s
probably the closest we have is one, and maybe some things going
on in Grand Island, I'm not sure of. Yeah, t h e r e p r ob a b l y are
other ways to encourage that, but I' ve not found that there is
nothing better than good old style American competition, going
out and trying to win something. I suppose we could pr o v i d e $ 10
plaques instead of $50 grants and I don't know if that would
have the same impact or not. I would d o ub t i f i t wou l d . I
t h in k t h e d o l l a r s , fairly modest sum of money, a lthough f o r a
school district out in your part of the state I suppose t o g et
a n a d d it i on a l $50,000 in a year to fund a particular program
would be quite an accomplishment. If " h e r e ar e other wa ys o f

that, Senator Withem.
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