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the next five or ten years going to be subjected to a less than
satisfactory system while we develop a model for turning the
thing around? Do you have an answer for that, Senator?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Withem.

SENATOR WITHEN: Y e ah , I d o , I t h i nk I do , Senator Schmit, at
least an answer that meets my needs as to the importance of this
bill. You ' re 100 percent right in your assumption that there
exist within the state today the opportunity for all 900 of our
school districts to do this on their own. When I go to meetings
with educators throughout the state, I get the sense that they
don't share your concern and my concern that there needs t o b e
this improvement. This is maybe an attention getting device as
much as anything to state legislative policy that we want t h em
to start looking at those things. We don't want Loran Schmit's
grandchildren or Ron Withem's children to go t hrough t h e same
sort of educational system that doesn't necessarily meet their
needs today. The answer is, in a legal sense, we d on ' t need
this for those changes to take place. And it is not, Senator
Schmit, that we encourage school districts to pick f our sch oo l
districts to b e mo dels, wait and see how they turn out, then
h ave o t he r p e o p l e c o p y t hem. I ' d l i ke t o see 9 00 sch oo l
districts in the state p articipating for the funds in this
particular bill, implementing programs and we' re going t o f und
the four or five best to show that we appreciate quality.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Thank you , S e n a t o r. I would reserve judgment
on the bill at this time, and I would hope that if we move t h e
bill, and if the bill becomes law, it's not the fact that there
might be available certain funds to five school districts but
that it m ight serve as an i ndication to the other 895 that
perhaps their house ought to be brought into order and tha t t h ey
ought to provide a different kind of educational system. I w a s
engaged in a conversation only yesterday with a young lady who
told me how good her educational system was, but before w e h a d
concluded our c onv e r s a t i o n , she concurred that she didn't think
it was nearly as good as it had b e e n and som e h ow or o t he r ,
notwithstanding the emphasis we have placed upon the education
o f ou r c h i l d r e n , we have not produced the kind of a product that
we ought to produce and so I'm going to probably support you r
bill at this time, Senator Withem, based upon the premise that
i t w i l l se r ve as a l i g ht n i n g r od o ut t h e r e and maybe we will be
able to get s ome support for the idea that there needs to be
change and that we ought to do a b e t t e r j o b b ec au s e w e a r e
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