February 27, 1989 LB 336

bottom up, not fromthe top, down. Wiat LB 366 (ges it
encourages this discussion through the organization of these
foruns that we' ve tal ked about. Second|y’ it encourages g||
districts to go about the internal planning to inprove the way
i n which they educate young people. I't funds four model
prograns. ~ We establish a3 commttee and. the Departnent of
Education wil | establish the guidelines by which h55¢e program
schools will make plans on the local level. They will submit
those plans to this commttee and the Department o Educaton.
The Departnment of Education will reward the four best plans they
see, the most =reative plansand will fund those to a tune of
$50, 000 per school. This is a total of $250,000 appropriation
on what is a major, major education yreform piece of |egislation.

I'f you have any questions apout the bill, | will attemptto
answer them and | see | 've ta|ked .|0ng enough that 1've
encouraged some people to turn their lights on and when | first

started to talk nobody did, but I think it's good Lhat || ve  f9

have somewhat of a dialogue on this bill because this

be a maj or piece of education reformin ourgiate and it's not
one that costs huge suns of General Fund dollars |ijke most
education reform neasures that you see before you. win that. |
will close. I f you have any questions, |'d be happy to try to
respond to them.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Discussion, Senator Schmit,
followed by Senators Beck, Noore gnd Hartnet t .

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President and nenbers, it's been a |ong,
long time since | was in a schoolroomeither as 3 student or as
a teacher, but I guess | would have to concur that thereg. o
sone problems and certainly I would like to see some major
changes made in the educational system I'd like to see a
di fferent kind of work product that is devel oped based upon he
experi ence of my own fam |y, based upon the people whom | have

been asked to hire and based uponsone of the people who | think
were going to have to be hired in the next five, ten fifteen
twenty years. But | guess | would like tOs5k Senator Wthem
why do we need this particular bill? Wiy is it not possible
today for those institutions out there to be innovative enough
to solve that problemthensel ves7 | beli eve the solution was
there 40 years ago. | hate to tell you of it and say | ook how
good | turned out, but the point is that at some point in time
we' ve gone backward and | think we ought to take a | ook at that.
And so why do we need to have a nodel of five to determ ne what
do we do to turn the thing around and are ny grandchildren ¢4,
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