
February 27 , 1 98 9 LB 336

bottom, up, not from the t op, down. Wh a t LB 366 does, i t
encourages this discussion through the organization of these
forums that we' ve talked about. S econdly , i t en cou r a g e s all
districts to go about the internal planning to improve the way
in which they educate young people. It funds four model
programs. We esta blish a committee and the Department of
E ducation w i l l e st ab l i sh t he g u i d e l i n e s b y w h i c h those p r og r am
school s wi l l mak e p l an s on t he l o ca l l ev e l . T hey wi l l sub m i t
those plans to this committee and the Department o f E d u c a ti on .
The Department of Education will reward the four best plans they
see, the most =reative plansand will fund those to a tune of
$50,000 per school. This is a total of $ 250,000 ap p r o p r i at i o n
on what is a major, major education reform piece of legislation.
If you have any questions about t h e b i l l , I wi l l at t em p t t o
answer t he m a n d I s ee I ' v e t a lked l ong en ou g h t hat I ' v e
encouraged some people to turn their lights on and when I first
started to talk nobody did, but I think it's good t hat we d o
h ave somewhat o f a d i a l og u e o n t h i s b i l l be cau s e t h i s b i l l c ou l d
be a ma jor piece of education reform in ourstate and it's not
one that costs huge sums of General Fund d ollars like most
education reform measures that you see before you. With t h a t , I
will close. I f you have any questions,I'd be happy to try to

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank you . D iscuss i on , Sena t o r Schmit ,
followed by Senators Beck, Noore and Har t n e t t .

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President and members, it's been a long,
long time since I was in a schoolroom either as a student or a s
a teacher, but I guess I would have to concur that thereare
some problems and certainly I would l i k e t o se e s ome ma j o r
changes m ade i n t he educational system. I ' d l i k e t o see a
different kind of work product that is developed based upon the
experience of my own family, based upon the people whom I have
been asked to hi r e an d b a s ed u pon some of the people who I think
were going to have to be hired in the next five, ten, fifteen,
twenty years. But I guess I would like toask Senator Withem,
why do we need this particular bill? Why is i t n o t po ss i b l e
today for those institutions out there to be innovative enough
to solve that problem themselves7 I be l i e v e t h e so l u t i on was
t here 40 y e a r s a g o . I hate to tell you of it and say look how
good I turned out, but the point is that at some point i n t i me
we' ve gone backward and I think we ought to take a look at that.
And so why do we need to have a model of five to determine what
do we do to turn the thing around and are my grandchildren for

r espond t o t h e m .
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