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additional sums of money to local school districts in order for
them to prove that they are doing a quality job,o r t o l et u s
identify the deficiencies where they need additional assistance.
The b i l l do e s , I wi l l po i n t ou t ag a i n t h e speci f i c l an gu ag e i n
page 5 , Se ct i o n 5 , p age 5 , sub p a r a g r a ph ( e ) , one of the things
that the advisory committee i s t o b e wo r k i ng on i s a
consolidation of education data to minimize the reporting burden
on intermediate and local education agencies. For instance, it
is not unusual for a specific piece of data to be r e p o r t e d on
four or five dif ferent forms that come into the department at
different times and then not have it t o be available t o a
r esearcher w ho wi sh e s t o access that data, but.. . nor d o e s i t
provide additional money to local school districts, they d o a n
adequate job of asking for that on their own without putting it
i nt o t h i s p ar t i cu l a r b i l l .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . The r e ar e no other lights on.
Senator Withem, would you care to s ummarize .

SENATOR WITHEN: Yeah, I would be happy to. Just a co u p le o f
messages I am hearing with the questions, and t h ey ar e g ood
questions. They are questions that I have a bout t h e p ro c e s s .
They are questions that others have about the process, but t he
questions I k eep hearing are, does this cost too much money?
And I guess in response, particularly to people like Senator
Noore who each year brings us a bill on education accountab i l i t y
that is far m o re severe than this, these things don't happen
without money. You have go t t o p r o v i d e some funds in order to
get this information. If you think you are going to create an
education accountability system in our state that gets u s a l l
kinds of information about the quality of our schools an d w e ar e
going to b e ab le t o do it on, you know,a shoestring, it is
probably not going to happen. But any state that h as qu a l i t y
data co l l ec t i on i n educa t i o n s p e n d s some money to do it. Am I
totally comfortable with the fiscal note in here? No, I am no t ,
and I would certainly be happy to work with other people to see
if we can identify the places in here where we may be able t o d o
the same job but not spend the same sum of money. Do I t h i n k
the Department of E ducation can do th i s with i t s cu r r e nt
personnel? I re ally don' t. I may have thought that a year ago
or two ye a rs a g o , b ut , and , Sc ot t , you h ave b e e n o n t h i s
committee, too. You have seen the multitudes of data that come
out on that School Finance Review Committee, and the fact t hat
there is st ill lots of questions that we would like to have
answers to that we don' t, and y ou h ave seen t hi s gu y wh o
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